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Intraduction and Background

The ™ CPA Asia Regional Conlerence and the 2™ Joimt CPA Asia and South-East Asia
Regional Conference was held from 3rd to 7th February 2026 at the Provincial Assembly of
Sindh, Karachi. The conference brought together Parliamentarians, Speakers, Deputy Speakers,
and delegalcs from Asia and South-l:ast Asia to deliberate on the cvolving role of parliaments
in strengthening democratic governance.

The cvent was organized under the overarching theme “Parliaments of the Future: Redefining
Democracy through Trust, Inclusion, Innovation and Pcace,” reflecling conlemporary
challenges and opportunitics facing democratic inslitutions globally. It marked a historic
occasion as it was the first time that an intcrnational parliamentary conference was held inside
the Sindh Assembly Hall.

Inaugural Ceremony

Cultiral Opening and Procession of Delegales

I'hc inaugural ceremony commenced with a traditional cultural procession accompanicd by the
folk rhythm of //ujamalo, symbolizing the rich cultural heritage and historical legacy of Sindh.
Heads of dclegations from various lcgislaturcs across Asia and South-Last Asia participated in
the procession, demonstrating rcgional diversity and parliamentary solidarity.

Distinguished participants included specakers and representatives from Malaysia, Pakistan's
federal and provincial legislatures, Maldives, Sri Lanka, Zambia, and other regional asscmblics,
highlighting the international significance of the conference.

Recitation of the Holy Quran and Narional Anthem

The ceremony formally began with the recitation of the Holy Quran, followed by the national
anthem of Pakislan, sctting a solemn and dignified tonc for the proceedings.



Welcome Remuarks: Hon. Sved Awais Qadir Shah
Speaker, Provincial Assembly of Sindh & President, CPA Asia Conference,

The Speaker of the Provincial Assembly of Sindh, Hon. Sycd Awais Qadir Shah, in his address,
highlighted the historical significance of hosting the CPA regional confcrence, noting that it
was the sccond time the Provincial Asscmbly of Sindh had the honour of hosting such an
imporlant parliamentary gathering, with the previous conference held in Karachi in 2012, He
emphaosized that the 2026 conference was particularly hisloric ns it marked the first occasion on
which a national or international conference was convencd within the Sindh Assembly hall
themselves, underscoring the symbolic and institutional importance of the venue.

He relected on Sindh’s rich civilizational heritage, describing it as a land that has historically
welcomed travcelers, traders, and tourists wilh openncss and hospilality. The Speaker
underscored the role of the Indus River in shaping the region’s prosperity and connceclivity, and
referred 10 the ruins of Mohenjo-Daro and other archucological sites as enduring testimony (o
Sindh’s ancicnt civilization characterized by culwral richness, commercial vitality, and
peuceful coexistence. He further portrayed Sindh as a land of Sufis, smints, mystics, and
intellectuals, and paid tributc to its prominent national leadcrs, including Shaheed Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto and Shahced Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto, the world's youngest and the Muslim world's
first woman Prime Minister. [c extended a warm welcome Lo the delegates and expressed his
best wishes [or their stay and safc return with lasting memorics.

The Speaker then turned to the contemporary global context, obscrving that the world was
pussing through a period of profound turbulence marked by conflict, socio-cconomic
exploitation, cultural challenges, hunger, discuse. and climate crisecs such as rising
tcmperatures, loods. and droughts. He also highlighted the complex challenges posed by rapid
tcchnological change, particularly arlificial intelligence and the pervasive influence of social
media, which hove introduced new dimensions to human sceurity and democratic governance.

Referring to developments since the previous conlerence in l.ahore in February 2025, he noted
that Pakistan and its surrounding region had witnessed scrious security and geopolitical
challenges. He mentioned that Pakistan had faced aggression in May of the previous year,
which was met with unity and resilience by the nation and a mcasured response by its armed
forces. He further referred to persistent inslability in Afghanistan, the humanitarian crisis in
Gaza, tensions in the Middle East, and conflicts in Ukraine, Venezuela, and Africa,
emphasizing that thesc developments posed significant threats to global peace and sustainable
development, with direct implications for the region. He expressed concern over the rise of
populism and unilateralism, the shrinking space for multilateral cooperation, and the crosion of
democralic values such as pragmatism, tolerance. and rcason, warning against a world
dominated by the interests ol a privileged lew at the expense of vulnerable populations.

Quoting Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto, the Spcaker reiterated that political solutions
should be pursued al the carliest opportunity and that democracics should unite to confront
shared challenges rather than resort to conflict. Highlighting the region’s demographic and
socio-economic realitics, he noted that South Asia was home 1o & significant proportion of the
world's population, poverty, and illitcracy, stressing the collective responsibility of elected
representatives Lo respond to the suffering of their pcople with empathy, restraint, and a
commitment to peace. The Speaker emphasized that dialogue, perseverance, and consensus-
building must remain the defining attributes of democratic institutions. He argued that
parliaments could remain relevant to future generations only if democracy was redefined
through trust, inclusion, innovation, and peace, and called for decper understanding and thce
sharing of best practices among legislatures.
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He highlighted the pivotal role of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association in bringing
together parliaments and lcgislatures across the Commonwealth to sustain dialoguce for peace
and development, particularly noting the importance of the CPA Asia rcgion as a unique
platform for rcgional parliamentary cooperation. lixpressing satislaction over the rencwed
momentum in organizing annual CPA Asio conferences and the inclusion of Southcast Asian
legislatures, hc underscored the valuc of joint regional cngugement in strengthening
understanding and collaboration, and expressed optimism about broader representation in
future conferences.

Looking ahcad, the Speaker outlined the key issues to be discussed during the conference,
including  strengthening  parlinments,  enhancing  exccutive  accountability, addressing
cnvironmenltal and climate challenges, managing the impact of artificial intclligence and
misinformation, promoting democratic values through parliamentary cducation, and ensuring a
safer digital environment for women. He emphaosized that these issucs were central to the
stability of democratic institutions and social cohesion, and called upon delegates o learn from
onc another in order to develop consensus-bascd solutions.

In concluding his address, the Speaker invoked the words of philosopher Dante (o stress the
moral responsibility of parliamentarians to speak and act decisively in times of crisis, and
called for collcctive action grounded in confidence and mutual trust. Ie also quoted the pocetry
ol Haxzrat Shah Abdul Latill rellecting Sindh’s spiritual and cultural cthos, and concluded by
expressing gratitude to the participants and reaffirming his commilment (o democratic idcals.
cnding his spcech with a message ol national pride and unity.

Screening of Docimentary (Hisiory of the Provincial Assembly of Sindh)

The documentary traced Sindh's historical, political, and constitutional journcy, rom its
ancicnt civilization and cultural identity to its struggle [or autonomy under British rule. It
highlighted Sindh’s annexation by the British, its long campaign for provincial status, and the
role of key lcaders in sccuring its scparation from the Bombay Presidency in 1936. It also
reflected the establishment of the Sindh Legislative Assembly in 1937 and its significance as a
foundational institution ol governance, culminating in Sindh's historic role in the creation of
Pakistan and the transfer of power on 14 August 1947.

Opening Remarks: Hon, Dr. Christopher Kalila
Chairperson, CPA Executive Committee

Hon. Dr. Christopher Kalila, Chairperson of the Commonwecalth Parliamentary Association
(CPA) Executive Committee, delivered a forward-looking address at the opening ccremony of
the 2nd CPA Joinl Asia and South-Liast Asia Regional Conference. Al the outscl, he
acknowledged the presence of the Speaker of the National Assembly of Pakistan, Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq, thc Speaker of the Provincial Assembly of Sindh, Sycd Awais Qadir Shah, cabinel
ministers, and distinguished parliamentarians from Asia and South-Last Asia. IHc commended
the organizers for foslering a welcoming and inclusive cnvironment, cxpressing appreciation
for the warm hospitality extended by the Government and people of Sindh.

Dr. Kalila highlighted the significance of the conference, describing it as the first major
international parliamentary cvent hosted by the Sindh Assembly since 2012. He noted that the
conference brought together more than 150 delegates from |7 Icgislatures across the region,
highlighting its importance as a platform for rcgional parliamentary dialoguc. He further
emphasized the relevance of the conference theme, ‘Parliaments of the Future: Redefining
Democracy through ‘Trust, Inclusion, Innovation and Peace,” and acknowledged the critical role
of the CPA Chairperson and host institutions in stcering meaningful discussions on the future
of democratic governance.



Reflecting on his previous participation in the lirst Joint Asia and South-East Asia Regional
Conference held in I.ahore, Dr. Kalila expressed personal satisfaction at returning to Pakistan
and wilnessing the continuity and growth of regional porliamentary cooperation. He observed
that the conference was taking place a1 o time of profound social. tcchnological, and political
transformation across Asia and South-Lost Asig, marked by evolving expecintions of cilizens.
particularly younger gencrations. [n this contexl, he described the coriference theme os timely
and urgent, aligning with contemporary democratic challenges.

[n his addross. Dr. Kitlily added trust as the comerstone of democeaiic systems, emphasizing the
need 1o rebuild public confidence in democratic fostitutions  through  (rangparency,
accountubility, and cthical leadership. He stressed thal parlismenis must go beyond their
leaislative functions to aclively lislen (o citizens and scrve us responsive institutions where
public interest remuins piuramount. He reiterated that restoring (rust is central to strengthening
democratic  governance and is a corc objeclive ol the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Associalion.

e further highlighted inclusion as @ fundomental democratic imperative, noting that future
parliaments must reflect the diversity of sociely, including women, youth, pcrsons with
disnbilitics. and cthnic and religious minorities. HMe emphasized that inclusive representation is
nol merely symbolic but essentinl for democratic legitimaey. In this regard, he acknowledged
the CPA’s cltorts in promoting inclusive purliamentary networks, such as the Commonwecalth
Women Parlinmentarians  and  Commonweulth  Parliamentarians  with  Disabilities, as
mecchanisms Lo advance cquitable representation in democratic processes.

Addressing the theme of innovation, Dr. Kalila emphasized the transformative impact of
technology on governance and citizen engagemenl. He stated that parlisments must adapl to
digital transformation while mitiguting associated risks. He highlighted the potential of digital
tools to enhance transporcncy. ciliciency. and public participation in legislative processcs.
Bcyond technological advancement. he stressed the importance ol innovalion in instilutional
mindscl. including evidence-based policymaking and adaptive parliamentary practices that
respond 1o contemporary reulitics while preserving democratic values.

Dr. Kalila also emphasized the central role of peace in suslaining democralic societies. He
described parliaments as arenas for dialoguc, compromisc, and pcaceful conflict resolution,
particulorly in an cra marked by polarization, misinformation, and global instability. He
asscried that through respectful debate and inclusive governance, parliaments can promolc
social cohesion. prevent conflict. and nurture a culture of pecace within and across the
Commonwealth,

Concluding his address, Dr. Kalila highlighted the conference as a valuable forum for sharing
experiences, exchanging best practices, and collectively reimagining the future of democratic
institutions. He encouraged participants (o cngage aclively in discussions and Icverage the
collective wisdom of the gathering to strengthen parlismentory democracy for future
generations. He expressed gralitude to the hosts for their hospitality and wished the conference
success, concluding with prayers for Pakistan, the region, and the Commonwealih.

Remuarks by HHon. Mr. Sharjeel fnam Memon
Senior Minister, Government of Sindh

Hon. Sharjeel Inam Memon, Senior Minister of the Government of Sindh, in his address a1 the
conference, highlighted the cvolving challenges and responsibilitics of  parlinmentary
democracy in a rapidly changing global environment. A1 the oulsel, he extended a warm
welcome to the Speaker of the National Assembly of Pakistan, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq. the Speaker
of the Provincial Assembly of Sindh, Syed Awais Qadir Shah, the Sccrctury General of the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, and distinguished parliamentarians (rom across
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Asia and South-East Asin. l1c expressed apprecintion to the Commonwealth Parliomentary
Association and tho Provincinl Assembly of Sindh for coavening the confercnce and
acknowledged the leadership of the Speaker of the Sindh Assembly in strengthening
parliamentory proctices and foslering regional und inlernational engagement.

In his address, the Minister highlightod thal porliamentary democracy (oday I8 confronted with
multifaccted challengos, including declining public trusi, political polarization, digital
disruption, and ¢limate change. Te desctibed the conferenco theme, “Tarlioments of the Future:
Redefining Democracy through Trust, Inclosion. I[nnovalion and Peace,” as timely and
stratcgically relevanl 10 oontemparury domocralic discourse. Bmphasizing trust ag the
cornerstone ol democratio govornance, he highlighted the importsnce of lranspurency,
nooovntubility, and susiained cilizen congagement in rcbuilding conflidence in democralic
mstitutiony. 1o also relorced 10 ingtitutional reforms oodettaken in Sindh, including
steongthening legiglutive oversighl. improving commitice systems, and cnhancing openness in
purlinmentury processcs. as concrole measurcs (o relnforce democralic govemance.

The Minisler further omphasized clesion as a (undamenlal democralic principle, noting that
domocracy losos legilimncy when scgments of socicly are excluded from decision-making. Ele
highlighted nitiotives of the Sindh Assembly aimed al promoling women’s participotion and
lcodership, as well as addressing critical issuos such as gender-based violence, workpluco
sufety, and the prolection of women in public Hfe. He described inclusion not merely vy a
policy choico bul as an cssentinl democrtio obligation. Addressing olimate change, ho
identificd il as onc of the defining challenges of the modera cra and drew atlention to Sindh's
vulnerability to 1loods, droughts, and cnvironmentnl degradaotion, particulnrly affecting
maorginolized communitics. He stressed thal [cgislativo rosponscs to climate change must be
framed within the bronder conlext of justice and human rights.

Highlighting innovation as a driving [(orcc ol futurc democracics. the Minister discussed the
transformalive potential of digilal technologics in parliamentary systems. He noted thal the
digitol modcroizalion ol parliamcenlary processes offers signilicanl opportunitics o cnhance
Lranspacency. officiency. and citizen participation. lle also referred to Sindh’s cfforts (o
modcrnize parliamentary procedurcs and (o address the governance implications of emerging
technologics, including artificinl intclligence, within the framework of democratic values and
institutionnl integrily.

In concluding his address, the Minister emphasized that peace constitutes the unifying thread
linking trust, inclusion, and innovation. [c rcitcrated that parliaments must function os
platforms for dinlogue, coopcration, and conscnsus-building. and that parliamentary diplomacy
and rtogional collaboralion through forums such as thc Commonwecalth Parlinmentary
Association arc cssenlial for promoting sustainable peace. [{c described the conference as a
collective commilment 1o democratic renewal and expressed hope that the Karachi Charter, to
be adopled al the conclusion of the conference, would translate deliberations into actionable
reforms. He concluded by thanking the organizers and participants and by expressing his best
wishes for the success of the conference and the sirongthening of parliamentary democracy

Presidential Address by the Chief Guest: Hon. Sardar Ayaz Sudig
Speaker, National Assembly of Palistan

The Speaker of the National Assembly of Pakistan, Ion. Sardur Ayaz Sadig, delivered an
address al the 7th CPA Asia Regional Conference, highlighting the significance of the cvent
and the colleclive responsibility of parliuments in strenglhening democratic govermance. Ho
cxtended greelings to the distinguished parlizmentary leaders, intemational delegales, and
representatives from various lcgislatures, and oxpressed appreciation to the Provincis
Assembly of Sindh for hosling the.conference in its kistoric building, symbolizing Sindh’s
cnduring democratic legacy.



In his remarks, the Speaker cmphasized enhanced cooperation among Pakistan’s federal and
provincial legislatures, noting rccent cfforts 1o strengthen inter-parliamentary coordination and
harmonizc parliamentary rules across assemblics. He described thesc initiatives as important
steps toward reinforcing democratic unity, institutional coherence, and the rule of law. He also
underscored Sindh’s historical contribution to democratic development, recalling its pioneering
rolc in promoting women’s political representation and leadership.

Reflecting on the conference theme, “Parliaments of the Future: Redefining Democracy
through Trust, Inclusion, Innovation and Peace,” the Speaker identified trust, inclusion,
innovation, and pcacc as fundamental pillars of resilient and future-rcady democracics. He
stressed that sustainable democratic progress depends on representative institutions, public
confidence, technological adaptation, and sociol stability. The Speaker further highlighted the
urgent nced for inclusive represcntation, particularly ol youth, women. minorities, and
marginalized communities, describing their participation as a democratic imperative rather than
a privilege. He also emphasized the transformative role of technology and digital governance in
enhancing transparcncy, accountability, and citizen cngagement within parliamentary systems.

Addressing  broader governance and  geopolitical issucs, the Spcaker underscored the
importance of fcderalism, power-sharing, and intcr-parliamentary coopcration in promoting
national harmony and cquitable development. He reiterated the role of parliaments in
advancing pcacc, proftecting human rights, and advocating peaccful conflict resolution at
regional and global levels.

In conclusion, the Spcaker called for cthical leadership. institutional modernization, and active
citizen cngagement to strengthen democratic legitimacy. He reaffirmed that public trust
remains the most valuable asscl of democratic institutions and formally declared the 7th CPA
Asia Regional Conference open, cxpressing his best wishes for its success and the advancement
of parliamentary democracy.

LUNCH BREAK

POST LUNCH
2:30 PM

The plenary session was moderated by Hon. Muhammad Qasim Soomro. Plenary Session-I of
the conference focused on the role of parliaments in promoting peace, strengthening democratic
trust, and foslering reconciliation in diverse socictics. ‘The session highlighted the
interconnected relationship between peace and democratic legitimacy, cmphasizing that strong,
inclusive, and accountable parliamentary institutions arc csscntial for sustainable stability and
social cohesion across Asia and South-liast Asia.

1. Hon. Mr. Ahmed Nazim
Deputy Speaker, Pcople’s Majlis Maldives (2:35 pm- 2:44 pm)

Hon. Mr. Ahmed Nazim, Deputy Speaker, Pcople’s Majlis, Maldives, expresscd appreciation to
the hosl parliament and the CPA Asia Sccretariat for their warm hospitality and cxcellent
organization of the conference, highlighting the spirit of cooperation that characterizes the
Commonwealth parliamentary community. He emphasized that such forums provide valuable
opportunities for meaningful dialogue and collective reflection on shared democratic
challenges.

He underscored that peace is inseparable from democratic trust, noting that genuine peace
exists when citizens have confidence in democratic institutions and resolve differences through
dialoguc and (he rule of law. Parliaments, he slated. play a central role as cngines of
reconciliation by providing platforms for debate, consensus-building, and inclusive governance.
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Drawing on the experience of the Maldives, he highlighted the country's peaceful transition to
a multi-party democracy, consltitutional rcforms, and legislative initiatives that strengthencd
rights, inclusion, oversight, and public trust in democralic institutions.

Mr. Nazim concluded by stressing that inclusive representation, cffective oversight, and
responsive legislation arc essential Lo sustaining peace and democratic stability. He warned that
political polarization and dcclining trust can undermine social cohesion, while proactive
parliamentary action can foster stability and reconciliation. Realfirming that peacc is buill
through democratic processes and carned trust, he emphasized that strong, inclusive, and
accountable parliaments remain fundomental to peaceful and rosilient socictics.

2. Hon, Dr. Rizvie Salili,
Depury Speaker, Parlicunent of Sri Lanka (2:45 pm- 2:58)

Hon. Dr. Rizvic Salih, Deputy Speaker, Parliament of Sri l.anka sharcd a personal journey from
a mcdical career to public service, emphasizing that his transition into politics was driven by
the realization thal sustainablc social progress requires systecmic change beyond individual
professional cfforts. He cxpressed deep gratitude to Pakistan for the scholarship that shaped his
cducation and conveyed appreciation for the warm hospitalily extended by the CPA Pakistan
and the people of Karachi. I1¢ contextualized his remarks within the conference theme,
underscoring that in a rapidly cvolving world marked by cconomic and technological
challenges, parliaments must scrve as cengines ol rcconciliation and platforms for inclusive
dialogue.

Drawing on Sri Lanka's recent democratic and socio-cconomic crisis, Mr. Salih highlighted the
importance ol addressing public gricvances within parliamentary institutions rather than
allowing [rustration to crupt into unresl. He outlined key institutional reforms introduced in Sri
Lanka, including the Office ol National Unity, the ‘I'ruth and Reconciliation Commission, and
strengthened parliamentary oversight committees, which have transformed legislative processes
into more consultative and inclusive mechanisms. IHc stressed that trust is the cornerslone of
democracy and acknowlcdged that declining transparcncy and accountability have weakencd
democratic confidence across the region. ‘T'o restore trust, Sri lanka has prioritized
transparency in governance, youth cngagement through student and youth parliaments, and
inclusive participation of civil socicty and minority groups in policymaking,

In concluding remarks, Mr, Salih cmphasized that pcace cannot be sustained by the absence of
conflict alonc but must be rooted in trusted democratic institutions, particularly parliament. He
highlighted Sri lLanka's post-conllict cxpericnce as cvidence that reconciliation requires
continuous cffort through inclusive law-making, pluralistic rcprescntation, and cflective
oversight of cxccutive power. Realfirming that democratic lrust must be constantly carned
through accountability, inclusion, and performance, he concluded that parliaments play a
unique and enduring role in transforming disagreement into constructive dialoguc, thereby
ensuring durable peace and democratic stability.

3. The Right Honourable Paul Yaw Boateng (3:00 pm- 3:25)

The distinguished delegate, Ilon. Paul Yaw Boalteng, expressed gratitude for the opportunily (o
address the Commonwealth parliamentary gathering and conveyed appreciation for the
hospitality of Pakistan and the |cadership of the Speaker. Drawing on his personal background
as a British politician with formative roots in Ghana, hc reflected on the purpose of
parliamentary cngagement and cmphasized that the fundamecntal question guiding public
service is the reason for participation in democratic institutions. He highlighted the historical
and people-to-pecople connections between Pakistan and the United Kingdom, underscoring the
shared values and responsibilitics of Commonwealth nations.



The speaker stressed the central role of parliaments as pillars of democracy, accountability, and
development. He noted that contemporary global challenges, including climate change,
geopolitical tensions, cconomic pressures, declining development assistance, and widespread
mistrust in institutions, have intensificd the need for cffective parliamentary leadership. Using
African wisdom to illustrate the vulncrability of smaller nations amid global power struggles,
he ecmphasized resilience as a critical attribute of democratic institutions and described the
Commonwealth as a platform lor cooperation, mutual lcarning, and shared best practices.

Referring to the conference theme, Paul Yaw Boateng argucd that parliaments must move
beyond rhetoric and become institutions of tangible delivery and democratic legitimacy. He
highlighted the urgent need o prioritize the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), noting
that their achicvement by 2030 remains uncertain without renewed commitment. He called on
parliaments to legislalc, advocate, and oversce policics that promole sustainable development,
cmphasizing that meaningful progress musl be reflecied in improved conditions at the local
constituency level. Particular attention was drawn o key SDGs related to health, education,
waler and sanitation, incquality, sustainable communities, climale action, and environmental
protcction.

The spcaker further underscored the importance of strong parliamentary committees and
oversight mechanisms in ensuring cffective governance and public spending. He highlighted
the potential of emerging technologices such as artificial intelligence and blockchain to enhance
transparcncy, combal corruption, and strengthen public trust in financial management and
procurement processes. |lc also ecmphasized the role of youth in technological innovation and
cncouraged parliaments 1o engage young pcople in democratic processes and digital
transformation.

[n concluding remarks. Paul Yaw [Boateng cmphasized that politics is ultimately a pcople-
centered cndeavor and that parliamentary legitimacy depends on responsiveness to citizens’
real nceds. He illustrated how practical policy interventions, particularly in areas such as
sanitation and gender cquality, can transform lives and strengthen democratic credibility.
Reaffirming the responsibility of parliaments to suslain inclusive and cffective democracies, he
expressed his best wishes lor the conference and cncouraged participants 1o translate shared
commitments into concrete action for the benefit of their socictics.

4. Hon. Malik Muhammad Ahmad Khan
Speaker, Provincial Assembly of the Punjab (3:24- 3:34)

The speaker of Provincial Assembly of Punjab, Hon. Malik Muhammad Ahmad Khan,
cxpressed appreciation to the organizers and participants for convening an important dialoguc
on the theme of trust in parliaments. |le cmphasized that public trust in democracy depends not
only on how representatives enter parliament but also on the quality of parliamentary conduct,
procedures, and outcomes. He warned that disorderly debates, lack of constructive dialogue,
and failure to address citizens’ basic nceds, such as education, water, and security, undermine
democratic credibility. Reflecting on rcgional and global trends, he observed the growing
dominance of strong exccutives and populist lcadership, questioning whether these
developments are weakening democratic institutions and parliamentary authority,

Highlighting the rolc of parliaments as potential platforms for reconciliation, oversight, and
inclusivity, the speaker stressed the need to translate democratic idcals into tangible benefits for
citizens at the grassroots level. He raised critical questions about whether existing
parliamentary models are sufficient or whether new approaches are required to strengthen
accountability and public participation. He also acknowledged the value of international
parliamentary forums and conferences in fostering shared learning and addressing common
challenges across Commonwecalth countries.
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Mr. Ahmad Khan, further addressed cmerging issucs such as artificial intelligence, describing it
as both an opportunity and a challenge for laswmakers. e questioned whether parliaments arc
adequatcly prepared to legislate and regulate rapidly evolving technologies and cautioned
against lcaving such powerlul tools solely in privatc hands. Concluding his rcmarks, he
underscored the importance of meaninglul legislation, cfcetive oversight, and best practices,
citing progressive laws on women's protection as cxamples of impactful parliamentary action,
and rcaffirmed the need for parliaments to reclaim their central role in democratic governance
and public trust,

5. Hon. Mr. Bahar Saleem Swati

Speaker, Provincial Assembly of Khiyher Pakhitunkhwa (3:35-3:41)

The speaker, Provincial Assembly of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Hon. Mr. Babar Saleem Swalti,
began by cxpressing sincere appreciation to the Honourable Speaker of the Sindh Assecmbly,
Mr. Awais Qadir Shah, and the Sindh Assecmbly Sccrctariat for their hospilality and for
successfully organizing the conference. The address emphasized the central theme of peace,
democratic trust, and the rolc of parliaments as vilal instruments of reconciliation. The speaker
stressed that public trust in democratic institutions is the foundation ol a functional democracy
and warned that this trust crodes when citizens face poverty, discasc, illiteracy, and the denial
of fundamcntal rights. It was underscored thal democratic institutions must be fully
empowered, legislators must act [or the public good, and assemblics must be strong enough to
hold the exccutive accountable. Policies of the state, the speaker assericd, should be debated
within elected chambers and aligned with the will of the people rather than imposcd upon them,
cautioning that parliaments must not be reduced to rubber-stamp bodics. Truc democratic
power, the spcaker argued, must rest solely with clected representatives.

Further claborating on democratic challenges, Mr. Swati endorsed thc Host Speaker's
observitions regarding the growing trend of unilateralism globally and within socictics.
Democracy was described as inhcrently pluralistic, with its strength lying in collective
decision-making through debate, dialogue, and consensus. He highlighted that when public
voices are ignored or disrespecled. democracy loses its essence, leading to public frustration,
alienation, and the replacement of dialogue with violence. The address concluded with a strong
tributc to Pakistan’s democratic pioncers, including Quaid-c-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah,
Liaquaf Ali Khan, Fatima lJinnah, Abdul Ghalfar Khan, and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto,
acknowledging their sacrifices for the rule of law. The speaker also referred Lo the
imprisonment of Imran Khan since August 2023, presenting it as part of a broader struggle for
democracy in Pakistan, noting that whilc his party views the delention as suppression of
dissent, thc government attributes it to legal violations. This casc was cited as cmblematic of
concerns over shrinking democratic space and increasing military influence, reinforcing the
need to safeguard democratic principles and parliamentary supremacy.



DAY-lI: Thursday, 5
PARALLEL BREAKQUT SESSIONS
Session A
“Parliamentary Education —Inculcating Democratic Principles in Everyday Living”
Theme Pillar: @ Inclusion
Venue: Conference Hall, PC Hotel, Karachi
9:45-11:30
Jitroduction and Strategic Context

The revitalization of parliamentary cducation is a crilical driver for national development and a
resilient democracy This session explores the transition [rom traditional top-down information
sharing to a "lived civic culture” where democratic values arc actively pracliced by both legislators
and the public. The strategic framework rests on four pillars: expericntial learning via youth
parliaments, rcimagining institutional resources as public spaces, digital integration, and
comprchensive curriculum reform. These initiatives aim (o dismantle barriers to cngagement,
cnsuring parliament remains a transparcnt and cvolving cntity rcflective of @ modern, inclusive
socicty.

Role Name Designation
Moderator Hon. Mr. Taha Ahmed Khan Member, Provincial Assembly
of Sindh
Panelist Hon. Dr. Rizvie Salih Deputy Speaker, Parliament of
Sri Lanka
Panelist [Hon. Ms. Mahtab Akbar Rashdi Member. National Assembly of
- Pakistan
Panelist Hon. Mr. Khawaja Izhar ul Hassan | Member, National Assembly of
Pakistan
Panelist Hon. Mr. Sajjadullah Member, Provincial Assembly
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Panelist Hon. Zulfikar Ali Shah Mecmber, Provincial Assembly
ol Punjab
Expert/Specialist | Hon. Syed Shamoon Hashmi Secretary, National Assembly of
Pakistan (Expert in
Parliamentary Education)

Opening Remarks by the Moderator

Hon. Mr. Taha Ahmed Khan established the premise that democracy must function as a lived
civic culture rather than a distant institutional exercise. e emphasized that the health of a
nation's democracy is measurcd by everyday civic behavior—how citizens resolve conflict and
engage with institutions—rather than being limited to clection cycles. This set a collaborative
tone for the session, focusing on the nced to shape democratic behavior in daily life.

Panelist Intervention: fnculcating Pemocratic Principles (Sri Lanka)

Hon. Dr. Mohammad Rizvic Salih addressed the "delivery deficit” that alienates youth from
democratic processes. He proposed a "cradle-to-lcgislature” pipeline. integrating civic
education into school curricula (Grades 6-10) to balance individual rights with moral
foundations. The Sri Lankan model utilizes practical simulations, including 200 School
Parliaments and a National Youth Parliament, to demysltify governance and provide a formal
channel for gricvances. This decentralized outrcach aims to transform the legislature into a
reachable entity that fosters trust through structured dialoguc.
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Panelist Intervention: Transparency and Institutional Relevance (Punjab)

Hon. Mr. Zulfigar Ali Shah highlighted the global "crisis ol pereeption” regarding political
actors and the subscquent retreat in voter confidence. T'o reclaim trus, the Provincial Assembly
of Punjab has adopted a model of radical transparency, including live broadcasting and
“educational tourism" for students. A primary focus is rc-characlerizing Standing Commitices
as the collaborative heart of democracy. By showcasing the consensus-driven work of these
commitices and implementing public petition systems, the legislature demonstrates genuine
deliberation over mere execulive endorsement.

Expert Commentary: Addressing the Pedagogical Disconnect

Mr. Syed Shamoon Hashmi and Hon. Mahiab Akbar Rashdi discussed thc "pcdagogical
disconncct” in national curricula thal historically favored autocracy. In response, the
Parliamentary [Cducation Project (PEP) was launched. cstablishing a charter with 25
universitics and creating Bachclor’s programs in Parliamentary Studies. This initiative
transitions democracy from a theorctical product to an active process. The scssion emphasized
“forward-looking" cducation and regulated exposure to technology. arguing that parliamentary
cducation must loster critical thinking to cquip youth for a pluralistic, tech-driven future.

Panelist Intervention: Socio-Economic Delivery and the Opposition

Hon. Khawaja Izhar-ul-Hassan rcframed democracy as a measure of national health, ticd dircctly to
the delivery of healthcare, infrastructure, and cquality. He cmphasized the cssential role of the
Opposition in maintaining oversight and institutional checks and balances. His vision for the future
includes cducating "digital citizens" through a new Digital Social Contracl, cnsuring accountability
from the top-down and the bottom-up. ‘T'his approach posits that the survival of the democratic
spirit depends on reciprocity between the treasury and the opposition.

Panelist Intervention: The Domestic-Civic Nexus and Digital Ethics

Hon. Ms. Mchiab Akbar Rashdi cxplored thc domestic roots of democratic education,
identifying the home as the primary sitc for learning gender cquality and inclusivity, This
perspective grounds democratic sustainability in the common walks of life, Regarding the
digital age, she advocated lor "disciplined guidance” over prohibition, asserting thal banning
information reflects institutional incapacity. Instcad, cducation should focus on independent,
culturally contextualized navigation ol technology to empower the next gencration as architects
of their own future.

Panelist Intervention: Local Governance and Inclusive Representation

Hon. Mr. Sajjadullah focused on the necessity of local government sysiems to make democracy
tangible for citizens in remote provinces. He urged parliamentarians to scrve as "living
curricula” by demonstrating dignificd debutc and empathy. Emphasizing tcchnology as an
cqualizer between urban and rural sectors, he concluded that true democratic inclusion requires
non-ncgotiable access Lo education for girls and the aclive participation of persons with special
abilities within the legislalive [ramcwork.

Moderator’s Synthesis: Dimensions of Parliamentary Education

Hon. Mr. ‘Taha Ahmed Khan cstablished a linal directive framing parliamentary education as a
bchavioral ccosystem opcrating across [our critical dimensions. “These include the House,
where leadership must model democratic excellence; the Classroom, where the Constitution
serves as the foundational text; the Media, focused on ethical information management; and the
Community, where trust is cultivated through transparency and data-driven engagement.
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The Digital Dilemmua: Reguluation versus Moral Grooming

The pancl. led by Hon. Dr. Mohammad Rizvie Salih, rejected prohibitive legislative models
like the "Australian Model" for social media restrictions. The consensus maintained that in
developing  democracics, digital platforms arc cssential infrastructure for news and
transparcncy. Rather than total bans, the session advocated for a shifi from technical instruction
(Taleem) 1o moral grooming (Tarbivar). This emphasizes "Digital Ethics” to cquip citizens with
the ability 1o navigate the addiction cconomy and Al-generated content without compromising
the social fabric.

Redefining Accessibility and Parliamentary Tools

Addressing perceived institutional rigidity, Mr. Sycd Shamoon Hashmi clarified that
inaccessibility often stems from cducational gaps rather than institutional closure. While public
attention oflen focuses on the "Question Hour," the session highlighted "hidden"” engines of
democracy—such as Standing Committees, Calling Attention Notices (CANS), and the Public
Petition System—as more cffective avenues for influcnce. The strategic goal is to utilize digital
portals 1o open the legislature while simultancously teaching citizens "how to knock" through
procedural literacy.

Addressing the Trust Deficit in Gen Z

Mr. Syed Shamoon Hashmi and Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq analyzed the "disillusionment
matrix" affecting Gen Z. noting that youth hold less than 3% of legislative scats despite being
the demographic majorily. o transition youth from speclators 10 stakcholders, the panel
advocaled for the restoration of student unions and the cstablishment of Youth Advisory
Councils. The objective is lo demonsirate that constitutional frameworks are actlive tools for
empowerment. thereby earning trust through transparency and inclusion.

Technical Expertise and Legislative Drafting

The session identified a critical void in legal education regarding the technical skills required
for cffective law-making. Experts argucd that "Procedural Mastery” and "Policy Rescarch” are
essential for translating the will of the people into enforceable law. By fostering partnerships
between law schools and institutions like the Pakistan [nstituie for Parliamentary Scrvices
(PIPS), the next gencration of "efTective citizens” can move beyond surface awarencess to gain
the 1echnical proficiency required for legislative drafiing.

The Balochistan Disconnect: From Security to Development

Hon. Khawaja lzhar-ul-llassan and Hon. Mr. Zulfiqar Ali Shah addressed the deep-scated
mistrust among youth in Balochistan, arguing for a transition from a “Sccurity Lens” lo a
“Development Lens." The pancl proposed neutralizing “Insccurity Managers" in favor of
professional “Managecrs of Change" 1o cnsurc development packages reach the grassroots. This
approach seeks to prove the Parliament is a parlner in provincial progress by prioritizing
infrastructure and local ownership of resources over abstract political rhetoric.

Modeling the Grammar of Disagreement

The panel, including IHon. Mr. Sajjadullah, posited that the House must serve as a social
pressure valve by modeling non-violent conflict resolution. By institutionalizing "respectful
disagreement," the Parliament teaches that conscnsus-building and compromise are civic
virtues. Through public gallerics and open data, the legislature encourages a habit of public
scrutiny, demonstrating that the rule of law applics 10 all and providing a formal channel for
grievances to reduce civic apathy.
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Strategic Framewark for Demaocratic Sustainability

In his concluding synthesis, Hon. Mr, Taha Ahmcd Khan distilled the deliberations into a
framework where democracy is a continuous practice fueled by cducation and accountability. He
advocated for a radical shifi toward cxpericntial lecarning—such as mock parliamenis—to replace
rote instruction. Khan emphasized that a resilient democracy must be inclusive by design,
integrating women and marginalized groups into the core of civic instruction. Ultimately, digital
literacy was reaffirmed as a non-ncpotiable pillar lo cnsure technology empowers rather than
polarizes the modern citizen.

Concluding Synthesis and Strategic Framework

Hon. Mr. Taha Ahmed Khan distilled the scssion's deliberations inlo a straicgic framework,
defining democracy as a continuous, lived practice fucled by education, participation, and
accountability. He positioned parliamentary cducation as the vilal connective tissue between the
state and its pcople, asseriing thal undersianding the mcchanics of lcgislation is the primary
prerequisite for restoring institutional trust.

Youth Engagement and Pedagopical Reform

The moderator identified youth engagement as the ultimate guarantor of democratic sustainability.,
To prevent sysiemic slagnation, hc advocated (or a radical shift in pedagogy, prioritizing
expericntial learning—such as mock parliaments and simulations—over passive, rotc instruction.
This "learn by doing" approach is designed to creatc a clcar pathway for future leadership
decvelopment within the democratic (old.

Inclusivity by Design

A core tenet of the proposcd framework is that resilicnce depends on deliberate inclusivity. The
representation of women, youth, and marginalized groups musl be trcaied as a central pillar of civic
instruction rather than an ancillary concern. The moral health of a nation’s democracy is reflected
in its ability 1o intcgrate these diverse voices directly into the halls of power.

Dipital Literacy as an Actionable Pillar

Acknowledging the complexitics of the modern information cra, digital and media literacy were
established as non-negotiable requirements for responsible citizenship. In an age of rapid-fire
information, the ability to critically analyze digital content is cssential to ensure technology
functions as a tool for democralic cmpowcrment rather than a source of polarization or
misinformation.

Formal Closing and Commemoration

The session concluded with a formal recognition of the contributors' insights. Dr. Christopher
Kalila, Chairperson of the CPA lixccutive Commitice, was inviled by the moderator to present
honorary shiclds to the panclists, marking the official closc of the proccedings.



DAY-II
Thursday, 5 th February 2026
PARALLEL BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Session B
“Parliaments as Vanguards of Peaceful and Harmonious Socicties — Rise of Fake News;
Al and Misinformation™

Theme Pillar: ) Innovation
Venune: Grand Ballroom. PC [lotel, Karachi
0930-1115 hrs

T'his session cxamined the growing impact of digital misinformation. Al-gencrated content, and
deep fakes on social cohcsion. democratic slability, and public trust. It focused on how
parliaments can Icad innovative responses by shaping modern lcgal and policy frameworks that
promolc content verification, Lransparcncy, and accountability whilc saleguarding freedom ol
expression. The discussion also highlighted the importance of media litcracy, Open Parliament
initiatives, and cross-scctor collaboration with technology platforms, rcgulators, and fact-
checking bodics. Special attention was given to countering hate speech, reducing political
polarization, and cmpowering youth as informed. responsible digital citizens who actively
strengthen democratic resilicnce.

Modecrator:
- Hon. Dr. Sharmila Sahiba FFaruqui Hashaam. Mcmber, National Assembly of Pakistan

Panclists:

- Hon. Mr. Ahmad Nazim, Dcputy Speaker. People’s Majlis Maldives

- Hon. Mr. Sharjeel Inam Memon. Senior Minister, Government of Sindh

- Hon. Ms. I‘arah Azeem Shah. Member. Provincial Assecmbly ol Balochislan
- Hon. Ms. Sarah Ahmed, Member, Provincial Asscmbly of the Punjab

- Hon. Barrister Danyal Chaudhry. Member, National Assembly ol Pakistan

- Hon. Mr. Asif Khan, Member. Provincial Assombly ol Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Opening Remarks
Moderator, Hon. Dr. Sharmila Sahiba Faruqui

The session opened with a welcome to foreign dclegates, distinguished guests, students, and
media, focusing on the theme "Parliaments as vanguards of peaceful and harmonious socicties
and the rise of fake news, Al, and misinformation.”

The moderator introduced @ pancl of notable parliamentarians: IHonorable Ahmad Nazim,
Deputy Speaker of the People's Majlis in Maldives; Honorable Sharjecl Inam Memon, Senior
Minister and Ministcr for Information and Broadcasting, Government of Sindh; Ms. Sara
Ahmed, MPA [rom PPunjab Assembly and head of the Child Rights Burcau in Punjab; Ms.
Farah Azeem, a lcgislator from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and former spokesperson for the
governmenl of Balochistan; and Mr. Asif Khan, convener of SUGs in the KPK Assembly from
South Waziristan.

Hon. Dr, Sharmila introduced the theme of the session, highlighting the global challenge posed
by artificial intclligence, lake ncws, decplakes, misinformation, and disinformation. She
emphasized that technology itsclf is not a threal but a tool, and that the misuse of technology
must be addressed through collcctive parliamentary action. The Moderator underscored the
importance of solution-based dialogue and cross-parliamentary lcarning to strengthen
democracy rather than undermine it.



/

/

/Smrling with Hon. Mr. Ahmad Nazim Sahib, Decputy Speaker of the People's Majlis in
/ Maldives the moderator asked, in the wake of deep fakes and fabricated vidcos, cven
/ manipulated voices which sometimes arc used (o undermine democracy. how docs he scc his
" responsibility to ensure that the right information is disseminated to the people?

1. Alhmad Nazim, Deputy Speakier, Peaple's Muajlis Maldives

Flon. Ahmad Nazim responded that in every constitution, the role of freedom of expression, the
protection of individual rights arc enshrined but the purliament is empowercd o make laws thut
uphold democracy. They have come across this problem because technology is changing the
game. Al and synthetic media create hyper-renlistic deep fokes, audio, video and images that
arc almost impossiblc Lo distinguish (rom rcality

He added that social media spreads the news very fast, the clock is ticking for parliaments
everywhere. So Maldives has already acted on this lost year. The online safely octs and
amendments to the criminnl code have been amended 1o include and criminalise non-
conscnsual Al-gencrated conlent. They strengthen cyber sceurily, they protect cilizens,
especially women from digital exploitution and harassment, And in the cuse of Maldives, they
have found out that the women are not willing Lo enter into the politicnl arena, mainly becausc
of the social media harassment and the things that come with public life. So this has been going
on for some Lime.

He claborated that for the last three parlisments, the number of women in the parliament has
been decreasing. So thercfore. they thought they nceded legislation to bring criminalised,
unauthorised edited videos und these things. These threats are real and varied. Deep lakes erode
trust and manipulate public opinion. They create the liaise dividend, where real evidence can be
dismisscd as fake. Al enables hyper-detected messaging, ccho chambers and amplifications of
biases.

So last ycar, they brought into existence a new law to govern the media. So therefore, they have
two. three umbrella orgunisations, the Media Council and the Broadcasting Commission. So
they have combined the two and then have made it 1o cover all platforms, 'V and also the print
media.

MODERATOR, Sharmila Farugi

With this question, the modcrator moved on to Mr. Sharjecl Inam Mcmon, an information
minister and as a spokesperson of the government. She asked that in an age where information
travels faster than how institutions can respond and in an age ol deep lakes, misinformation,
how does he as information minister manage to nol only project the ollicial narrative ol the
government but also keep that balance between media freedom and also nol sliding into
censorship because that is one complaint that always comes across for governments oncc they
try to manage information is that the freedom of speech is being impaired.

2. Hon. Mr. Sharjcel Inam Mcmon

Hon. Mr. Sharjec]l Inam Memon opened by acknowledging the significance of the question,
noting that deeplake and Al-gencraled content posc a widespread challenge not only for
governments but for society al large, including political partics. As a governnmient represeniative
from the information department, the speaker emphasized the need for constant vigilance and
around-the-clock monitoring ol content entering the public sphere. The panclist highlighted the
importance of deploying effective Al detection tools to identify whether incoming content is
real or fake, underscoring the critical role of such technology in combalting the harmful impacl
of synthetic media on socicly.
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Mr. Memon highlighted that Al tools have cnabled the creation of falsc and fake news, ofien
mimicking TV channels and replicating voices 1o spread content that is not real. This
misinformation is circulating widely in the market. In response. the speaker emphasized that
the government must actively monitor social media platforms around the clock. including
I'acebook, Twitter, X (formerly known as Twitter). Tik'T'ok. and Instagram. (o track and address
such deceptive content. This ongoing monitoring is scen as essential 1o counter the spread of
Al-gencerated [alsc information.

Hon. Mr. Memon further explained that the government is actively monitoring Al-driven tools
and social media platforms continuously to detect fake news as it emerges. Fle emphasized the
nced for rapid responsc to such content, assessing whether it is real or falsc, and stressed the
imporlance ol public awarcness so citizens understand the conscquences of spreading
misinformation. ¢ clarificd that the intent is not to threaten but to highlight the potential harm
[ake content can causc, including risks to lives.

The panelist identificd this as a socictal challenge requiring strong legislation. He referenced
the PECA Act but suggested the need for broader legal frameworks. e also highlighted the
importance of training journalists to cnsure they publish only authentic news, noting that
publishing unverificd information can damage reputations and public image. The speaker
concluded thal legislation should apply not only to journalists but to all citizens 1o cffectively
address the spread of (alse information.

Mr. Sharjeel Mcmon emphasized that any citizen, not just public olfice holders or journalists,
who spread fake ncws should avoid doing so, as they could [ace penalties, In Pakistan, the
I‘ederal Investigation Agency (IF1A) is the primary federal body that handles complaints about
fake content on social media, including cases where individuals report accounts spreading falsc
information about them or their familics. The speaker stressed the need for strong checks and
balances, highlighting that the government, particularly information departments, has a primary
responsibility 1o remain vigilant around the clock. Prompt government response to identify and
label fake news is cssential o prevent the public from casily trusting falsc information.

MODERATOR:

The moderator thanked Mr. Memon for his insights and rcferenced the PECA Act, The
moderator posed a question to Mr. Danyal Chaudhary, Member of the National Asscmbly of
Pakistan, Parliamentary Secretary [or Information and Broadcasting, and spokesperson to the
Prime Minister, noting his role at the intersection of public communication and media
regulation. Citing concerns from the media fraternity about the PCA Act, the modcrator asked
how Mr. Chaudhary cnsurcs that official government narratives do not overshadow
independent journalism. The question also addressed how Lo balance this in an cra of
widespread deepfakes, voice manipulation, and doctored images, which can cscalate tensions,
distort public cohesion, and interfere with the government’s intended communication to the
public,

. Danyal Chaudhry, Member National Assembly of Pakistan

Mr. Danyal Chaudhary, Member ol the National Assembly of Pakistan and Parliamentary
Sccretary for Information and [3roadcasting, opencd by thanking the Sindh government for
hosting the event and praised the province's culturc and collaborative spirit among its minisiers
and MPs. Addressing the question poscd by Madam Sharmila, he acknowledged Al as a widely
discussed global topic, noting that while it presents significant opportunities, it also poses
threats, particularly in thc form of dcepfakes and misinformation. He highlighted that
legislation typically lags behind technological advances. citing the European Union's recent Al
Act as an example.
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' Mr. Chaudhary explained that Pakistan, as a developing cconomy. faces similar challenges,

" with many relevant laws still unaddressed. e noted that his government has been working on

frameworks, including the PECA Act, which hc helped drafi, but admitted that it covers only a
small portion of Al-rclated issues. He reporled a 900% increasc in Al-generated videos in the
pasl year, including both entircly new content and cleverly cdited cxisting material that changes
context and meaning.

He described the PECA Llectronic Act 2016 as focusing on defamatory content and deeplakes,
and mentioned that the government has reached out to platforms like Mcla to requirc lubeling
of Al-generated vidcos. The government is also developing soflware to automatically delect
Al-generated content and alert users. The Ministry of I'l" is working with an international
agency on thc National Artilicial Intelligence Policy 2025, which aims to creatc a broad
framework for monitoring and managing Al contenl.

Hon. Mr. Danyal acknowledged that legal challenges remain, as many coses are dismisscd in
court duc 1o gaps in legislation and implementation. He ecmphasized ongoing collaboration with
stakeholders and highlighted the importance of this forum, which brings together global
speakers and politicians [acing similar issucs. Ile cxpressed hope that the outcomes of this
event will help shape [uture policies and position Pakistan as a leader in addressing Al and
deepfake challenges.

MODERATOR:

The moderator thanked Mr. Danyal Chaudhary for his insightful remarks about the
government's work on a National Artificial Intelligence Policy and the Pakistan Softwarc
Electronic Act. The moderator then introduced the next speaker, Sarah Ahmed, noting that
children-and young pcople are the most connccted to digital spaces and, consequently, the most
cxposed to risks such as misinformation and deepfakes. As Chairperson of the Punjab Child
Rights Authority, Sara Ahmed was asked to identify the key gap in protecting children online
and Lo suggest onc action parliaments could take today (o salcguard the most vulnerable
members of socicty. The question emphasized the urgent nced for legislative and policy
measures Lo proltect children in the digital age.

Hon. Ms. Sarah Ahmed, Member, Provincial Assembly of the Punjab

Hon. Ms, Sarah Ahmed, Chairperson of the Punjab Child Protection and Welfare Burcau,
began by congratulating the Sindh government for hosting a successful CPA conference in
Karachi. Drawing on her experience, she identified a critical gap in how parliaments protect
children from Al-driven digital harm: current laws are rcactive, addressing abusc afier it
occurs, rather than preventive, and they do not place clear obligations on digital platforms and
Al systems to saleguard children.

She shared that in Punjab, her burcau rescues over 10,000 destitute, neglected, and abuscd
children annually [rom streets, faclorics, and trafficking situations. In rccent years, she has
observed a shifi [rom physical spaces to online digital environments, where children, including
thosc from middle-class familics with intcrnct access, arc increasingly vulnerable to abusc via
misinformation, manipulation, Al. and online scxual exploitation.

Ms. Sarah cited a 2025 casc in Muzalfargarh district, Punjab, where a gang cxploited six
children aged six to ten years [or onlinc child pornography and rolc-playing, with a German
individual hcading the operation. The videos werc distributed on the dark web. The National
Cyber Crime Investigation (NCCI), IFIA, Punjab Police, and her burcau collaborated to rescuc
the children, who were being paid minimal amounts (500 rupees per hour) by their own parcnis
or handlers. She siressed that onlinc sexual abuse is an organized, technology-driven crime that
crosses borders and requires urgent attention from parliamentarians.
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She also highlighted the growing concern of onlinc grooming through games like PUBG anq
Roblox. where strangers build rclationships with children. ofien exploiting them through
blackmail. Shc noted that the volumc of dark weh content is overwhelming for agencies like
NCCI. Ahmed advocated for provincial jurisdiction over such cascs and is working to include
thesc provisions in Punjab’s PIDNC Acl, cnabling provincial intervention in child sexual abusc
cascs.

MODERATOR:

The moderator thanked Sarah Ahmced for her insights and key takcaway that child protection
mcasures should be implemented at the provincial level, emphasizing the need for cohesion and
collaboration. The modcrator then intraduced the next speaker, Mr. Asif Khan, a member ol the
Provincial Asscmbly ol Khyber Pakhtunkhwa from South Waziristan Upper, a region
undergoing institutional integration and cvolving public access Lo information and trust.

The moderator posed a question 1o Mr. Asif Khan. highlighting the challenges of rumors,
misinformation, and lack of public trust in the region. The question focused on how, as
convener of the SDGs in the KPK Assembly, he leverages Al to disscminale accurale
information, build public trusi, and bridgc the gap between political representation and public
institutions. The inquiry sought to undcrstand how Al can be used as a tool lo improve
communication and governance in arcas facing significant challenges in public perception and
information [low.

Hon. Mr. Asif Khan, Member, Provineial Assembly of Klivber Pakhtunkhwa

Mr. Asil" Khan, Member ol the Provincial Assembly ol Khyber Pakhtunkhwa from South
Waziristan Upper. begun by thanking the Sindh government for its hospitality. Ile highlighted
the severe lack ol basic communication-infrastructurc in his region. noting that even telephone
landlincs and cellular services (3G/4G) are unavailable, let alone Al technologics. He explained
that South Waziristan has been in a state of conflict for 22 ycars, lacking basic necessities and
facing ongoing challenges.

Despite these limitations, Mr, Khan emphasized the need [or parliamentarians from such arcas
to focus on what can be donc. He shared that the provincial assembly is prioritizing capacity
building by training Members of Provincial Assembly (MPAs) and stalT, developing the IT
department, and working on lcgislation Lo create programs that include Al, addressing both its
bencfits and risks.

He stressed that the government must strengthen digital governance and regulation, cnhance
national digital literacy, invest in Al fact-checking tools, and devclop an cthical Al framework.
Noting that fake ncws is ofien gencrated by machines and algorithms, he underscored the
importance of implementing existing policics to combat Al misuse cffectively.

MODERATOR:

The moderator thanked Mr. Asif Khan for his remarks, acknowledging the unfortunate lack of
telephone lines and internet access in his merged area of South Waziristan, highlighting the
challenges in building public trust between politicians and institutions in the absence of basic
necessities. The moderator then introduced Farah Azim, Member of the Provincial Assembly of
Balochistan, noting the province’s frequent cxposure to rumors, false news, and
misinformation. especially during sensitive situations that can cscalate tensions on the strees.



/e moderator posed a question o I‘arah Azim, asking how, as a provincial legislator, she
/views the usc of Al tools 1o build public trust, prevent the spread of false news, and bridge the
gap between public representatives and local communitics. The question also addrossed the
challenges posed by fake news, deeplakes, manipulaied videos, and altered voices of
politicians, which can sprcad harmful narratives and hecighten [ensions in Balochistan. The
modcrator asked how IFarah Azim addresses thesc challenges and svhul steps tha provinclil
assembly can take to counter these ¢llTects

Hon. Ms. Farah Azeem Shiah, Memiber, Provinelol Asseinbly of Balochision

IFarah Azim, Mcmber ol the Provinciol Asscmbly ol Balochistan, opencd by welcoming ull
delegates and highlighting Pakistun as a lund ol nospitality ond solidarity, noting (he 5th
[February Kashmir Solidarity Day. Sho emphasized that harmiful actions in the world perilst not
duc 1o bad pcople but due to the silence of good people, which she belioves is now changing.
She praised the Sindh Assembly Speaker and his tcam for their preparalion and welcome

Addressing the question, she explained that misinformation in Balochistan is not accidentnl but
oficn a deliberate tool of conflicl. Terrarist groups and hostile clements use lake news, doctored
vidcos, and falsce norratives to undermine security forces, instill [car smong civilians, and crode
trust between the state and its people. Pakistan’s response. she stressed, is nol panic or
censorship but calm, law(ul, and transparent engagement,

She outlined o multi-pronged approach: first, providing timely. verificd, and consisicnt
information to prevent rumors, sccond, engaging communitics dircetly through local Icaders,
civil socicty, youth, and women using local languages and culturally sensitive messaging (o
build trust. Third. political lcaders must act responsibly online, avoiding amplilication of
unverificd claims and correcting misinformation openly. l-ourth. institutional coordinalion is
cssential to present a unified (ront against hostile narratives FFinally. addressing rool causcs
such as development, inclusion, justice, and dialoguc reduces the space for misinformation (o
thrive.

In summary. Ms. lFarah stated thal Pakistan counters terrorist-driven misinformation through
transparency, unity, resilience, and trust-building with its citizens.

MODERATOR:

The moderator thanked Farah Azim, ecmphasizing her closing words of transparency, unity, and
lcadership. She announced the conclusion of the [irst round of the pancl and introduced a final,
cutting-edge question for all panclists, The modcrator highlighted a kcy takcaway from the
discussions. there is no fear ol technology itscll, but its misuse poses a significant challenge.
Parliaments are nol powerless and have a responsibilily 1o ensure accurate information reaches
the public.

ROUND 2

The question posed to the panclists was: Il parliaments could do onc thing to curb
misinformation and disinformation, what would il be? Options suggested included |cgislating,
setting clear standards for public representatives, or ensuring public digital literacy. The
moderator invited thc panclists to share their views on the most cffective single action
parliaments could take to address the growing problem of misinformation.



L

Hon. Mr. Ahmad Nazim, Deputy Speaker, People’s Majlis Maldives

The spcaker thanked the moderator and cmphasized the importance of the question. They
asscried that parliamentarians musl act as vanguards ol truth, stability. and peacc. noting that
while the digital age has democratized information, it has also democratized deception.
Rumors, fubricated vidcos, and manipulated narratives can quickly cause unrest and [racture
communitics. The rolc of parliamentarians, thereiore, extends beyond lawmaking o being
guardians of public trusl, architects of cthical innovation, and defenders of peaceful socicties.
They must ensure Lechnology sirengthens democracy rather than distorts it.

The speaker acknowledged that misinformation can be weaponized. silence truth, and crode
public trust, but also highlighted that reform, innovation. and parliamenlary resolve can reverse
these trends. They stressed that misinformation transcends borders, so national legislation alonc
is insufiicicnt; a cross-border responsc is necessary. The conference serves as a testament Lo
sharcd commitment, offcring an opportunity to learn from cach other's national experiences.

Highlighting South Asia’s diverse but vulncrable democracics, the speaker agreed with
colleagucs that misinformation is oficn dcliberatc. Thcy proposed that through the
Commonwecalth, countrics can collaboratc between legislatures to develop cooperative
solutions 1o this global challenge.

MODERATOR:

The modcrator thanked Hon. Ahmad Nazim. and reiterated that, despite differing regional
realities, there is 2 shared commitment among parliaments to address a common challenge:
misinformation and disinformation. The moderator posed a lollow-up question, asking whal the
first responsc Lo these issues should be in the future. The options presented were legislating
new iaws. setting clear standards [or public representatives. or ensuring public digital literacy .
The question sought the panclists’ vicws on the most.cllective initial step=parliaments should
take to counter misinformation and disinformation moving forward.

Hon. Mr. Sharjeel Inam Memon, Senior Minister, Government of Sindh_

The speaker emphasized that the primary responsibility of parliament should be to enact strong
legislation, with government tasked with cffcctive implementation. They observed that across
the world, fake or nepative content about public figures sprcads [(aster than positive ncws,
reflecting a societal tendency to focus on downfall rather than achicvements. To address this,
the speaker argued that parliament must create siringent laws, and governmicents musl cnforce
them so that individuals think twicc before sharing falsc or fabricaied vidcos, knowing thcey
could face punishment.

The speaker also noted that misinformation is not ncw; cven before Al, media houses spread
fake news, and those responsiblc should be held accountable. Journalists have a duty to rcport
accurately, and fabricated news that harms lives musl be addressed seriously. Citizens nced 1o
be responsible, and both parliament and government musl play aclive roles in curbing
misinformation.

MODERATOR:

The moderator thanked Mr. Memon sahib, summarizing his key points as strong legislation,
followed by robust implemcntation and responsible journalism. The moderator then turned to
Hon. Danyal Chaudhary, noting that previous speakers cmphasized the responsibility of
parliaments to legislate. The moderator poscd a question to Chaudhary, asking what he
considers to be the single most cffcctive tool for parliaments 1o counter misinformation and
disinformation. The question invited Chaudhary to share his perspective on the most impactful
approach lawmakers can take in addressing the spread of false information.
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Hon. Barrister Danyal Chaudhry, Member, National Assembly of Pakistan

Hon. Mr. Danyal Chaudhary began by referencing a common saying that a lic can travel
halfway around the world before the truth puts on its shoes, noting that Al has amplified this
rcality. He highlighted that many pcople in Pakistan, cspecially Gen Z, arc not yet (ully
cquipped to understand Al, and that legislatures arc lagging bchind in this arca. Fe stressed that
public understanding of Al is crucial, as it is a powerlul technology capable of creating highly
convincing fake content in minuics, citing cxamples of fabricated videcos he has scen in
Pakistan.

Chaudhary proposed two key strategics for parliamentarians lo address misinformation. First,
supply-side measures: implementing mandatory regulations such as strict labeling requirements
for deep fakes, using digital watermarks on social media content, and improving delection
lechnologies for Al-gencraicd media. He shared personal cxpericnces of misinformation
affecting official communications, illustrating how widespread and damaging the problem is.

Sccond, demand-side measures: strengthening media litcracy among the public, investing in
fact-checking initiatives, and rebuilding trust in mainstream local media to make citizens less
vulnerable to  manipulation. e emphasized that  both strategies must be  pursued
simultancously, as thc challenges posed by Al will continue to grow and could impact
governments significantly. [le suggested that the insights from this pancl should scrve as a
roadmap for future action against Al-driven misinformation.

MODERATOR:

The moderator turned to Ms. Sarah and asked her opinion on the single most effective tool to
counter misinformation. The question invited her to identify the onc key approach she belicves
would have the greatest impact in addressing the spread of [alse information, whether through
legislation, technology, public education, or another method.

-Hon. Ms. Sarall Ahmed, Member, Provincial Assembly of the Punjab

Hon. Ms. Sarah responded that il parliamentarians could do onc thing to counter
misinformation and the misusc ol artificial intelligence, it should be regulating digital
platforms, particularly 1o protect children, as they are the most vulnerable segment ol socicty.
She acknowledged that digital literacy and clear cthical rules for elected represcntatives are
also important, but emphasized that ncither of these alone can protect a child from grooming,
manipulation, or exploitation by Al-powered systems. She stressed the critical nced for targeted
regulation to salcguard children in the digital age.

MODERATOR:

The moderator turned to Hon. Asif Khan Sahib and asked for his opinion on the singlc most
cfTective tool to counter disinformation. The question invited him to identify onc kcy approach
he believes would have the greatest impact in addressing the spread of falsc information,
whether through legislation, tcchnology, public education, or another method.

- Hon. Mr. Asif Khan, Member, Provincial Assembly of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Mr. Asifl Khan Sahib emphasized the need for extensive education on misinformation and its
rapid spread. Referencing Mr. Danyal's comments, he highlighted how difficult it is 1o
comprehend the scale of deeplakes and falsc information. Ile shared that he has been a victim
of misinformation and is currently pursuing a casc under the PECA Act with the FIA. He
siressed that cducation and a proactive responsc arc cssential lo control the situation, warning
that failurc to address misinformation and disinformation in a timely manner could lead 10
significant problems and polentially get out of control.
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MODERATOR:

The moderator asked I‘arah to provide, in just a few words, the single most cffective tool to
counter misinformation. The question called for a concisc response highlighting the key
approach she belicves would have the greatest impact.

- Hon. Ms. Farah Azeem Shah, Member, Provincial Assembly of Balochistan

Hon. Ms. Farah cmphasized that Pakisian was crcated in the name of Islam, which, according
to the Quran, prohibits circulating information without verification. She noted that falsc
narratives and Al-gencrated vidcos disproportionately affccl Pakistani women, whose dignity
and modecsty arc highly valued. In Balochislan, scparatist groups such as BLA, BLF, and
Baloch Yajati Commitice usc Al-gencrated content Lo Larget youth, especially girls, recruiting
them as suicide bombers.

Ms. Farah furthcr stated that digital literacy is the key tool. It equips pcoplc to identify fake
ncws and manipulated contenl, question emotionally charged narratives. verily sources belore
sharing, and resist propaganda dcsigncd o sprcad fcar and division. She concluded that
Pakistan's approach is balanced, but increasing digital litcracy and public awarcncss is esscential
to counter misinformation.

MODERATOR:

The moderator thanked Ms. Farah and the other speakers lor a solution-oriented discussion,
highlighting key takeaways: lcgislation, oversight, cthical standards, and public digital litcracy
arc essential for parliamentarians worldwide o counter disinformation and misinformation and
uphold democratic valuces. The Moor was opened for audicnce questions.

First Audience Question:
Hon. Dato’ Sri Haji Mohd Sharkar Bin Haji Shamsudin,
Speaker, Pahang State Legislative Assembly

He referenced the movie Dhurandhar and asked whether it should be categorized as lake news,
misinformation. disinformation, or a rcal story, sceking comments from the panclists.

Mr. Sharjeel Memon's Response:

Mr. Memon explained that Dhurandhar is a fictional film with some real historical characters,
but largely a narrative crcated for storytelling. He noted India's frequent usc of [ake
propaganda, citing recent wars and cvidence that India is producing movies showing [alsc
victories. He emphasized that such propaganda, oficn based on fiction, can cause unresl, citing
cxamples of fake vidcos sparking riots in France (2023), UK (2024), and India (2025). He
urged politicians and citizens Lo raisc awarcness about thc dangers of fake content and acl
responsibly to prevent harm.

Second Audience Question:
Hon. Dr. Haji Mohammad Puad bin Zarkashi,
Speaker, Johor State Legislative Assembly

He asked the Deputy Speaker of Maldives whether it is realistic for parliament to establish a
code of conducl fer MPs to prevent misinformation and halc specch, and il such a code would
infringe on freedom of specch. He also asked Sharjeel Inam if a single source of truth channel
would be cflective against (ake ncws.
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" Maldives Deputy Speaker's Response:

/ Hc shared Maldives' mixed expericnce with media freedom, noting that media ofien claims

y

sclf-regulation but fails o do so. In 2025, Maldives cnacted the Media and Broadcast
Regulation Act, creating a unificd commission 1o oversce mecdia, address Al-gencratcd
disinformation, protect journalisis, and cnforce transparent mcchanisms. He stressed the
importance of regulating media to prevent harmful dissemination, citing an cxample from Johor
where a social media game lcd to violence.

Mr. Sharjeel Memon's Response:

He stated that Pakistan alrcady has laws on fake news, including defamation laws, the PECA
Acl, and cybercrime laws cnlorced by the IFederal Investigation Agency (FIA). Victims of false
social media content can file complaints with FIA, and dcfamation cascs can be pursucd in
court.

Third Audience Question:

Imtiaz Jamal Mughal, Chicl" Editor of Global Pcacc Intcrnational Magazine, asked how
lawmakers can ensure Al-gencrated regulations arc not used to avoid accountability but instcad
strengthen transparency and trust, noting that genuine government failures are sometimes
dismissed as Al-gencralcd fakc ncws.

Sharjeel Menmon's Response:

He acknowledged the validity of the question, cmphasizing thal laws apply to both Al-
generated and non-Al-gencrated content. I news is based on reality, it cannot be challenged,
but fake news can be subject to legal action. He recognized concerns about potential misusc of
laws o suppress journalism but stressed that accountability is cssential. Journalism
independence must be respecled. but false or fabricaled scandals must be addressed by law.

Canelusion

The session closed with a focus on the need for responsible Iegislation, enforcement, and public
awareness 1o combat misinformation while protecting journalistic freedom.

The Moderator concluded that parliaments arc not powerless in the digital age. Through
legislation, ethical standards, oversight, and public digital literacy, democratic institutions can
counter misinformation and cnsurc that technology strengthens, rather than undermines,
democratic trust.
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DAY-II
Thursday, 5 th February 2026
PARALLEL BREAKQUT SESSIONS
SESSION-C
Legislating for Survival: Climate Resilience and Vilnerable Voices

Starts ar 12:00 PM

Theme Pillar: Peace & Resilicnce

Venue: Conlerence Hall, PC Hotel, Karachi

Hon. Mr, Muhammad Qasim Soomro, Member, Provincial Asscmbly of Sindh invited all the
gucst for this theme. The distinguish parliamentarians arc:

Moderator/Chair:
Hon. Senator Sherry Rehman, Chairperson Standing Commiittec on Climatc Change and
Environmental Coordination, Scnale of Pakistan

Panelists:

Hon. Mr. Muhammad Qasim Soomiro, Member, Provincial Assembly of Sindh

Hon. Mr. Muhammad Ahmad Khan [.cghari, Member. Provincial Assembly of the Punjab
Hon. Mr. Tamkeen Akhtar Niazi, Member, National Assembly of Pakistan

Hon. Zulfigar Ali Shah, Mcember, Provincial Asscmbly of the Punjab

Chair’s Opening Remuarks

The posi-tea break scssion was formally reconvened by [lon. Scnalor Sherry Rehman.
Chairperson of the Standing Committee on Climate Change and invironmental Coordination.
Scnate of Pakistan. In her opening remarks, the Chair framed climate change not as a distant
cnvironmental concern but as an immediate governance and survival challenge dircclly
impacting water sccurity, public health, food systems. and social stability.

She emphasized that climate change must be understood through the lens of human seccurity,
particularly for women, children, rural communities, and other marginalized populations who
bear the disproportionatc burden of climate disasters. Highlighting Pakistan’s increasing
exposure to [loods, droughts, heatwavcs, and water stress, she underscored the responsibility of
legislatures at both federal and provincial levels to move beyond rhetoric toward rights-based.
inclusive, and implementable climate legislation.

The Chair noted that whilc awarcness has increascd, Lthe real challenge lies in translating policy
commitments into locally grounded action, supported by lcgislation, institutional coordination.

and public accountability.

Panelist Intervention: Hon, Muhammad Almad Khan Leghari

Member, Provincial Assembly of the Punjab

Hon, Muhammad Ahmad Khan L.eghari focuscd his intervention on the deepening water crisis
and ils implications for Pakistan’s sustainability and govcrnance. Hec cautioned against
overreliance on technologically attractive but fiscally unrealistic solutions such as large-scalc
desalination, noting thal whilc countrics like Saudi Arabia and Singaporc have implemented
desalination successlully, such models arc capital-iniensive and unsuitablc for countrics facing
severe [iscal constraints,

He highlighted that Pakistan’s public debt stands at an unsustainable level, making high-cost
infrastructurc solutions impractical. {c stressed that even Punjab, ofien considered resource-
rich, is rapidly exhausting its groundwalter rescrves, with many regions already classified as
watcr-scarce.
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/11on. Leghari argued thal behavioral change must be at the center of water sustainability ¢florts.
He noted that Pakislan is among the world's highest per-capita uscrs of waltcr, largely duc to
the perception that water is an infinile resource. Simple consumption practices such as
excessive domestic use and unchecked agricultural extraction arc accelcrating depletion.

Ile warncd that the solarization of tube wells, while helpful in addressing cnergy costs, risks
lurther depleting groundwatcr il not regulated. Drawing comparisons with Tchran, Cape Town,
and Australia, hc cmphasized that waler rationing and crisis scenarios are no longer
hypothetical but imminent.

Hec concluded by stressing that legislation musl promole conservation, rcgulation, and public
awareness, rccognizing watcer as a [initc and precious national assct.

Panelist Tntervention: Hon. Zulfigar All Shah
Member, Provincial Assembly of the Punjab

Hon. Zulfigar Ali Shah addressed climate change through the lens of unpredictability and
intensification of natural systems. He explained that global warming docs not simply alicr
scasons but disrupts cstablishcd climatic patierns, leading 1o crratic floods, heatwaves,
droughts, and glacial melt.

[He emphasized the importance ol documenting loss and damage, particularly in flood-alfccted
and climatc-vulnerable regions, to ensurc accountability and informed policy responses. He
proposcd the creation of a dedicated catastrophe [und, sugpesting that cxisting legislative
expenditures could be rationalized 1o finance climaic resilience initiatives.

[Hon. Shah highlighted the need for political cournge. stating that climatc changc is alrcady “in
our face™ and requires legislatures to reallocale prioritics and resources. He argued that
provinces must be willing to redireel funds toward preparcdness, miligalion, and support [or
affected communities rather than maintaining incfMicient expenditure paticrns.

I{c also stressed that climate resilicnce must be (reated as a sharcd national responsibility,
requiring coordination betwceen federal and provincial governments.

Panclist Intervention: Hon. Qasim Soomro
Member, Provincial Assembly of Sindh

Hon. Qasim Soomro focused on Sindh's uniquc vulnerability, particularly rcgarding water
scarcity, drought-pronc districts, and irrigation sysicm disruptions. e highlighted how climatc
variabilily has scverely affecled agricultural livelihoods and rural cconomics, especially in arid
and scmi-arid regions.

He cmphasized the importance ol district-level vulnerability mapping, improved watcer
governance, and the deployment of technology-bascd solutions such as watcr scnsors and carly
warning systcms. Thesc tools, he argucd, arc cssential [or moniloring waler availability.
predicting shortages, and responding proaclively to climate risks.

Hon. Soomro underscored that legislation must be locally driven, considering regional realitics
rather than adopling onc-size-fits-all national solutions. He called for stronger coordination
between provincial departments, local governments, and communitics o cnsurc cffcctive
implementation.

He concluded by stressing that resilience-building requires sustained investment in institutional
capacity, not just cmergency responsc mechanisms.
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Panelist Intervention: Hon. Tambkeen Akhtar Niazi
Member, National Assembly of Pakistan

Hon. Tamkeen Akhtar Niazi centered her intervention on vulnerable communities, particularly
women cngaged in informal agricultural labor who arc disproportionately affected by climate
shocks yel remain largely invisible in compensation and relicl framcworks.

She highlighted how cloudbursls, (loods, and heatwaves in regions such as South Punjab have
devaslated livclihoods, while cxisting disaster response mechanisms ofien fail Lo recognize
womcn as independent cconomic actors. As a result, women agricultural workers frequently
reccive little or no compensation despite bearing the brunt of climate impacts.

[{on. Niazi cmphasized the need for gender-responsive climate legislation. ensuring that relief.
insurance, and adaptation policics explicitly account [or women's roles and vulncrabilities. She
also pointed to contradictions belween policy formulation and exccution, calling for stronger
oversight to ensurc thal climate initiatives rcach those most in nced.

She concluded by urging legislators to prioritize inclusive representation in climate decision-
making processes, noting that resilicnce cannol be achicved while large segments of socicty
remain excluded.

Chair's Interventions and Reflections

Throughout the pancl discussion, Hon. Senator Sherry Rehman provided contextual reflections,
linking individual interventions to broader national and global challenges. She highlighted the
limitations of global climate [inance mechanisms, noting that countries most responsible for
emissions reccive most of the green financing, while vulnerable nations like Pakistan arc left
behind.

She emphasized that while intcrnational frameworks such as the SIDGs provide important
largets. implementation gaps particularly regarding women's protection and inclusion remain
severe, Drawing on policy cxamples. she highlighted the importance of social protection
programs, land rights for women, and dircet cash translers as practical mechanisms for
resilience-building.

The Chair stressed that climate action is not solcly an cnvironmental issue but a moral,
political, and governance imperative, requiring sustained commitment beyond conferences and
declarations.

Audience Interaction

During the Q&A session, parlicipants, particularly youth and young professionals raiscd
questions regarding Al justice. SDGs, urban vulncrability, women’s safety, and the role of
international institutions such as the UNDP. Audicnce members emphasized the nced for
meaningful youth enpagement and questioned how marginalized voices can be better integrated
into climale policymaking.

Panclists and the Chair responded by reiterating that while global advocacy is important,
domestic political will, legislative reform, and budgetary prioritization remain critical. The
discussion highlighted the gap between global narratives and local realities, reinforcing the
need for grounded, context-specific solutions.

Concluding Observations

In her closing remarks, the Chair reaffirmed that legislating for climate resilience is inseparable
from pcace, equity, and social justice. She emphasizcd that climate change is already reshaping
Pakistan’s social and economic landscape and that legislatures must act decisively to protect
vulnecrable populations. The scssion concluded with a shared recognition that while challenges
arc immense, inclusive, rights-bascd, and locally driven lcgislalive action offers a viable
pathway loward resilicnce, slability, and sustainable devclopment.
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/ DAY-1I THURSDAY, 5 TH FEBRUARY 2026
PARALLEL BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Session D

“Making Parliaments Powerful --- Ensuring Responsible Exccutive through
Vigilant Parliamentary Accountability”

Theme Pillar: @ Trust

Venue: Grand Ballroom, PC Hotel, Karachi

11:45 HRS-1:15

This scssion cxamined how parliaments can reinforce their constitutionnl role as guardians of
transparency and accountability in govemance. It focused on strengthcning oversight
mcchanisms such as Public Accounts Commitices, rovitalizing Question Hour, and
safcguarding Mcmbers' right 10 hold the Izxccutive to account. The discussion also explored
ways 10 cnhoncc the quality of parliamentary debate through non-partisan rescarch supporl
data-driven analysis, and institutionalized public hcarings that bring cilizens and cxperts inlo
legislative processes. Limphasis was pluced on ensuring timely consideration and follow-up of
commitice reports, and on cxploring carcfully defined powors thal enable commitices (o
cflectively scrutinize public expenditure and linanciul irreguluritics.

Chair:
Hon. Syed Naveed Qamar, Chairman, Member, Naotional Assembly ol Pakistan

Moderator:
Hon. Ms. Sudia Javed, Momber Provincial Assembly of Sindh

Panelists:

- Hon. Senator Sycd Masroor Ahsan, Scnale of Pakistan

- Hon. Mr. Muhammad Mobcen Arif, Member, National Assembly ol Pakistan

- Hon. Syed Ali Haider Gilani, Mcmber, Provincial Assembly of the Punjab

- Hon. Mr. Ahmad Igbal Chaudhary. Member, Provincial Assembly of the Punjab
- Hon. Mr. Asil'Khan, Member, Provincial Assembly of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Opening Remarks
Moderator, Hon. Ms. Sadia Javed, Member Provincial Assembly of Sindh

The session opened with u welcome to forcign delcgales, distinguished guests, students, and
media, focusing on the theme “*Making Parliaments Powerful --- [insuring Recsponsible
Exccutive through Vigilant Parliamentary Accountability™.

The moderator, Ms, Sudia Javed, introduced the Chair, Hon. Sycd Naveed Qamar, Chairman,
Member, National Assembly ol Pakistan, and pancl ol nolable parliomentarians: Hon. Scnalor
Syed Masroor Ahsan. Scnale of Pakistan; Hon. Mr. Muhammad Mobcen Arif, Member,
National Assembly of Pakistan; Hon. Syed Ali [1aider Gilani, Member, Provincial Asscmbly of
thc Punjab; Hon. Mr. Ahmad Igbal Chaudhary, Mcmber, Provincial Assembly of the Punjab,
and Hon. Mr. Asil Khan, Mcember, Provincial Assembly of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.



The Chair: Hon. Syed Naveed Qamar, Chairman, Member, National Assembly of Pakistan

Hon. Sycd Naveed Qamar opened the session on the ecmpowerment of Parliament and
accountability, noting that empowering Parliament has been a continuous struggle due to
ongoing conflicts with other state institutions. Hc cmphasizcd that parliamentary sovereignty is
a legitimate right cnshrined in cach country's constitution. As Commonwealth nations, most
follow a fedcral parliamentary systcm, sharing similar issucs, backgrounds, and cvolutions,
though somc have expcricnced smoother progress than others. He highlighted that frequent
interventions and disruptions of democracy have weakened thesc institutions.

He framed the discussion as a "clawback" of rights not only for parliamentarians but also [or
their constituents. emphasizing thal a member of an assembly sceking cmpowerment is
advocating for the empowerment of their people. [le stressed that the most powerful tool for
parliamentary empowerment is [inancial control, as controlling the pursc strings of government
is the most clfective means ol accountabilily and influencing policy direction, This financial
authority, he suggested. is central to strengthening parliamentary oversight and cnsuring that
the exccutive remains answcrable to the peoplce's representatives,

Naveed Qamar Sahib continued the discussion, highlighting that budget-making is the sccond
most important task for a parlinmentary system, alicr clecting the leader of the house. He
described the budget process as the most powerful tool for parliamentary empowerment, but
stressed that it must be used appropriately. He noted that governments ofien prefer to present a
budget as a fail accompli, expecting assemblies to rubber-stamp it, despite the formalitics of
debates, demands for grants, cut motions, and the linance bill. 1e emphasized that if legislators
do not scrutinize the budgel. they risk becoming puppets of the exceutive. e argued that
reclaiming this power is cssential to ensure that the will of the people is reflected in
sovernment poliey .

le shared that he and Mr. Mubcen are members of the IFinance Committee of the National
Assembly, and noted a historic first: last yecar, for the first time in 75 years of Pakistan's
parliamentary history (cxcluding periods of military rule), the Finance Commitiee reviewed and
passcd the budget belore il was presented to the full assembly. The Ministry of Finance and the
I‘ederal Board of Revenuc were held accountable for every line item in the Finance Bill. He
described this as a significant step forward in parliamentary cmpowerment, though hc
acknowledged that much morc remains (o be donc 1o reverse historical trends. This
development, he suggested, is a major move in the right dircction for strengthening
parliamentary oversight ol the exccutive.

Naveed Qamar Sahib continued, addressing collcagucs lrom various assemblics present in the
room. He emphasized that it is time Lo replicate the recent progress made in Pakistan across the
region, noting that the plenary is nol the appropriate forum for detailed budget scrutiny. Plenary
sessions offer gencral political positions, not the tcchnical cxamination that budget-making
requires. He called on members from government benches, who constitute most of thosc
present, Lo take the initiative, as opposition members lack the capacity 1o enforce greater
government accountability. He urged parliamentarians lo transcend party lines to transform
budgel and policy-making, acknowledging that this may requirc a struggle. He underscored that
the spirit of any conslitution, written or unwrilicen, is that parliament passes the budget as the
representative of the people. embodying the will of the people. Burcaucracies, whether acting
independently or under agreements with donor agencics, must be accountable to parliament and
its commitices. He also highlighted the importance of the Auditor General's report, which
reviews governmenl cxpenditure after the budgel is passcd, cnsuring that funds are spent
approprialcly and that any misusc is penalized. [le stressed that this posi-budgel oversight is as
critical as the budgel-making proccss itsclf.
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/ Naveed Qamar Sahib noted that, in Pakistan and similar countrics, a lack of continuity in

parliamentary oversight has meant that government cxpenditure continues, but scrutiny ofien
lags, resulting in significant backlogs. He cxplained that this ofien means attempting to audit
spending from decades past, when those responsible may no longer be available, making
accountability difficult. Flc argucd that instcad of focusing on clearing old backlogs, the Public
Accounts Committec should prioritize current government spending and work backwards. This
approach ensurcs that the present government [eels accountable, rather than focusing on
governments from 20, 15, or even [ive years ago. He emphasized that real-lime oversight is
essential for meaninglul parliamentary accountability.

Naveed Qamar Sahib ecmphasizcd that the Public Accounts Commitice (PAC) would be more
cffective il it focused on current decision-makers, requiring thosec who made the decisions Lo
answer for their actions, rather than allowing them to deflect responsibility by claiming they
were not in office at the time. e stressed that the power to improve parliamentary oversight
lies in the hands of legislators. The tools for accountability are available, and il they are not,
parliamentarians have the authorily o create them, without being beholden to external forees.
He urged members 1o follow cstablished patterns and cnsure that assembly members and their
conslituents arc [ully cngaged in policy-making, [linuncial oversight, and holding the
government accountable.

Concluding his remarks, Navced Qamar Sahib thanked the participants and announced that he
would now invite members 1o spcak.

Naveed Qamar Sahib introduced Hon. Mr. Ahmad Igbal Chaudhary, Mcmber, Provincial
Assembly of the Punjab. He highlighted that when discussing the empowcerment of the
legislature relative to the exceutive, they are oflien seeking to reclaim power from individuals
close to them, but emphasized that this cfTort is worthwhile.

Hon. Mr. Alimad Igbal Chaudhary, Member, Provincial Assembly of the Punjab

Mr. Ahmad thanked the chair for the introduction and addressed the audicnce of
parliamentarians and dclegates [rom CPA Asia and Southcast Asin regions. He described the
discussion as timely, noting that democracy worldwide is under stress, and highlighted the need
to balance executive power with the will of the people, as sct out by Saycd Naveed Qamar.
Ahmed, a first-term parliamentarian in his sccond ycar in ofTicc, shared his background, noting
thal he began his political carcer in local government and scrved as chairman of a district
council before being clected to the Provincial Assembly. Hec obscrved that, as a young
legislator, much ofl the work in parliaments and asscmblics appcars 1o be largely procedural.

Mr. Ahmad obscrved that much of parliamentary work is currently conducted as a procedural
exercisc, simply 1o comply with the rules and procedures st out in official books. He suggested
that il democracy is becoming overly procedural, it is time to rethink these procedures, making
them more ambitious and demanding. Ile argued for stricler requirements for asscmblics to
legislate and for committees 1o follow specilic protocols, preventing situations where a bill is
introduced in the house, revicwed by a stunding committee the next morning, and passed in the
aficrnoon without meaningful scrutiny. Ahmed called for more robust procedures to compel
greater democratic engagement. He indicated he would address scveral additional themes in his
remarks.

Ahmad noted Lhat, as Sycd Naveed Qamar Sahib mentioned, Commonwealth countries sharc a
common history and lcgacy, including a significant challenge in Pakistan: administrative
asymmeltry inherited from the colonial cra. Hc cxplained that the subcontinent was oncc
governed by a small number of officials, and aficr Pakistan's independence and the adoption of
its constitution, therc was insulTicicnt debalc on the country’s administrative structurc. As a
result, a powerlul burcaucracy remains, making it difficult cven for the exccutive to control
government operations.
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Speaking as chairman ol a Public Accounts Commitice (PAC) in Punjab. Ahmad explained that
Punjab has three PACs. T'wo arc standard PACs that split their workload across alternate ycars.
However. lollowing devolution reforms 20 ycars ago. the audil lor the third ycar was irtended
to be referred to PACs at the provincial level. Ile highlighted this as a structural issuc
impacting parliamentary oversight.

Ahmad ¢xplained thar the Public Accounts Commitice (PAC) Ill, which he chairs, handles
audits at the district and Jocal levels, including basic health units, rurol health centers, and high
schools. In 2024, the provincial asscmbly took up local government audits for the [irst time,
confronting a 20-ycar backlog. Over a ycar and a hall, PAC [l disposcd of 21 audit reports.
clcaring the [ast five years of bocklog. Ile noted that looking beyond five ycars is no longer
produclive.

e described a ncw approach: rather than revicwing audit reports paragraph by paragraph,
which is repetitive and time-consuming, the committee now groups similar audit paras logether,
allowing them to resolve hundreds of issucs in a single mecting. Ahmad cmphasized that the
real work of PACs is not 1o focus on minor clerical crrors or allowances, but to asscss
government performance audits. He called for a shifl away from monolithic roles. especially
for treasury bench members, and urged political partics to play a larger rolc in this
transformation. He stresscd that PACs should focus on cvaluating the perlormance of
government, nol just routinc accounting issucs,

Mr. Ahmad raised a series ol questions aboul the outsourcing of-a private hospital: Why was it
outsourced? Did it produce sulTicient results? How much did the government spend on it? Was
there an increase in the number of beneliciaries? He emphasized that these are the kinds of
questions that all assemblics should be addressing. marking the next stage of accountabiiity for
parliamentarians and:their institutions,

Ahmad cmphasized that a primary responsibility of provincial legislatures is to ensure
devolution to the grossroots, as mandated by the constitution, which grants provincial
assemblics the power lo devolve political, administrative, and finuncial authority to elecled
local representatives. He noted that this has not been implemented in the past 20 years, despite
the clarity of the constitution.

To address this. a group of about 106 members of the Punjab Assembly. including Syed Ali
Haider Gilani (parliamentary Icader of the Pecople's Parly), members of PMLN, PTI, and
PMLQ. formed a local government caucus-the largest parliamentary caucus in Pakistan.
Ahmed represents the government. and IHaider is a coalition partner. The group passcd a
resolution in the Punjab Assembly urging the National Assembly and Scnate o amend the
constilution, as provincial governments have not complicd with devolution provisions.

Mr. Ahmad called for greater aclivism within partics and assemblics, stressing that political
partics must providc members like Mubecen and [laider with the nccessary tools to advance

devolution. He concluded his remarks with a thank you.,

Hon. Senator, Syed Musroor Ahsan, Senate of Pakistan

Hon. Senator, Sycd Masroor Ahsan, emphasizcd that the ongoing political tug-of-war does not
cause disappointment. Democracy, by its nature, involves efforls 1o deliver benefits 1o the
pcople, and dialogue continues cven in these challenging circumslances. The speaker noted that
dialoguc has historically brought pcople together, cven in times ol war, and that issucs have
been resolved through ncgotiation. In Pakistan, political partics and parliamentarians have
maturcd. maintaining their commitment to the democratic process in all situations, including
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/ difficult ones. The speaker cited the persistence of parliamentary democratic struggle, despite

/ sctbacks, and highlighted the sacrifices made by party leadership. They stressed that Pakistan's

survival depends on democracy, which is the path to empowerment for its people. The speaker
also referenced Pakistan's constitutional history, noting that a constitution was created during
Ayub Khan's cra (1954-1956), but the people ultimately prevailed, and in 1973, Shahced
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto gave Pakistan a unificd constitution.

Mr, Masroor highlighted the significance of the Republic of Pakistan's formation, noting that
all political partics, even those in opposition, supported the 1973 Constitution. This constitution
enshrined fundamental rights, including those for the people and parliamentarians, and detailed
these rights extensively. The speaker acknowledged that a period followed in which Zulfigar
Ali Bhutto was removed from power, but emphasized that this did not causc them to lose hope.
Their commitment to working for the people of Pakistan and sccuring their rights persisted.
The struggle continued, and cventually, their party returned to power and worked to ecmpower
the people. The speaker concluded by noting that this process of striving for democratic rights
and empowcerment has continucd uninterrupted.

Mr. Masroor reflecled on a period when democracy in Pukistan was derailed, bul emphasized
that through dialogue and parliamentary processes, it is possible to deliver (o the people
consistently. The speaker noted that their leader, Benazir Bhutto, was martyred, yet they
remained undeterred and continued 10 ocus on strengthening parliament and delivering to the
people. They highlighted the restoration of the 1973 Constitution and its rights, and the passage
of the 18th Amendment under Pakistan's President, which devolved powers to the people. The
speaker referenced a commitlee formed in the Scnate, chuired by o previous speaker that
contributed 1o this process.

He acknowledged that in Pakistan., the parliament is still lcarning and cvolving, as Mr. Ahmed
noted, and is not in a rush. I'hey highlighted Sindh as a model, noting that power has been
devolved to local levels in the province, with administration organized by town. Local bodics in
Sindh have been clected and have been granted powers, whether good or bad, and this is part of
the democratic process where the people judge the outcomes. ‘The Sindh Assembly has played
an important rolc in legislation and empowering the people.

Mr. Masroor highlighted a significant development: citizens now have the right to submit
petitions to the Senate, which are referred 1o Standing Committees. These commitiees conducl
personal hearings, listen to the petitioners, and provide recommendations. The speaker noted
that the Senate's role is primarily advisory, as cxccutive powers lic elsewhere, but it can offer
construclive suggestions to bring important issucs Lo the forclront. The speaker also mentioned
that matters of public importance are addressed through call-attention notices, resolutions, and
motions, which arc used to raise and discuss key issues in the Senate. As commented: *We talk
about it. We move resolutions. We move motions'.

Hon, Mr. Muliammad Mobeen Arif, Mewmher, National Assembly of Pakistan

Hon. Mr. Muhammad Mobeen Arifl opened with greetings and expressed gratitude to Noveed
Qamar $Sahib and foreign dignitaries, acknowledging the presence of members (rom the Sindh,
Punjab, KP Assemblies, and Senate. The session's lopic was empowering parliament, which the
speaker intended lo focus on. Emphasizing parliament’s rolc as a representative body for the
peoplc of Pakistan, the speaker highlighted its oversight function, particularly through
commiltees, referencing Naveed Qamar's explanation of the Public Accounts Committce. The
speaker, a member of the FFinance Committee, credited Naveed Qamar for the first time in
Pakistan's history that the Finance Bill was brought to this commitice for clausc-by-clausc
discussion. The speuker contrasted this with previous budget scssions in the National
Assembly, where Finance Bills were presented in June, followed by specches and passced by
majority vote. This time, the IFinance Bill was thoroughly examined, including the Income Tax
Ordinance, Sales Tax Acl, Customs Act, IFederal IZxcise Duty Amendments, and scveral other
bills.
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Mr. Mobcen noted that certain items should not have been included in the Finance Bill, bul the
government insisted they be included, assuring that it would not happen next time. The Finance
Commitiee discussed cverything thoroughly, making morc than 35 amendments, a first in
Pakistan's history, which were adopled before the Finance Act was passed. The speaker
emphasized the role and dutics of parliamentarians, highlighting Question Hour as an intcgral
parl of sessions, where members should raise questions and supplementary questions, as is
donc in Pakistan. He expressed uncertainty about whether countrics like Sri Lanka and
Maldives have similar Question Hour practices. The IFinance Commitice is also working on
cstablishing a Parliamentary Budget Office, which is expected (o be sct up soon. The speaker
noted that budgcting is a ycar-long process, unlike in many countries where it spans 3-6 months
with daily discussions. The spcaker expressed hope that Pakistan will adopt this approach, with
Naveed Qamar's support.

He cxpressed deep respect for a senior colleague, describing him as a teacher for many young
parliamentarians. [n committce mectings, he gives ample time 1o speak, creating an atmosphere
similar to a drawing room where thorough discussions can take place. The speaker emphasized
that the role of parliamentarians is not limited lo legislation; post-lcgislative scrutiny is also
essential. Afier an Act is passcd, it is important to check whether the rules made under it are in
accordance with the Act.

Mr. Mobeen recommended that the first rules following an Act should be made by parliament,
and routine scrutiny should be conducted to cnsure consistency with the Act. He noted Pakistan
has four provincial assemblics and two regional assemblies, and the National Assembly serves
as a constituent assembly, He cmphasized that as members of the National Assembly, a
constitutional assembly, it is their duty 1o oversee whether provincial assemblics are legislating
in accordance with the relevant Acts. This scrutiny is also their responsibility.

Hon, Sved Ali Haider Gilauni, Member, Provinclal Assembly of the Punjab

Ilon. Mr. Ali llaider Gilani thanked and congratulated the Speaker of the Sindh Assembly,
Sycd Awais Qadir Shah, for hosting the sccond joint CPA conference in Karachi, and
welcomed delegates [rom Pakistan and abroad. He highlighted the importance of the session's
theme, "accountability and trust," quoting the Deputy Speaker of Sri Lanka's Parliament, who
stated that "trust is the currency ol democracy” and that this currency has devalued in recent
years-a sentiment the speaker agreed with.

Mr. Gilani noted thal parliament has an inhcrent accountability mechanism, the Public
Accounts Commitice (PAC), as mentioned by Ahmed Igbal. The speaker believes that if the
PAC is functioning cffectively, no additional accountability apencies such as anti-corruption
bodies or NAB arc necessary. The PAC is a constitutional requirement and a safeguard
cstablished by the framers of the constitution, He acknowledged that in recent years, the
cxecutive branch has accumulated significant power. As Chair of the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC), the speaker admitted to shortcomings, including poor quality of audit paras,
limited capacity of the audil department, and the failure of over 40 Punjab departments 1o
provide appropriation accounts-a constitutional requirement. The spcaker also noted a lack of
intcrest among many members in conducling thorough scrutiny of the government, possibly
finding accounting matters uninteresting, despilc it being a crucial parliamentary tool.

Mr. Gilani highlighted that Punjab Assembly Spcaker Malik Ahmed Khan has amended the
Rules of Procedure, granting thc committce powers cquivalent to those of the National
Assembly's commiltce. The Scnatc has slarled accepting public petitions, and the Punjab
Asscmbly has also revised its rules to allow this. The speaker’'s PAC Il commitice has handled
petitions, including one referred by a scnator. He expressed optimism that with a supportive
speaker and cngaged members, the commitiee's work will improve. He emphasized the need to
convince the excculive that parliamentary scrutiny enhances government capacity and public
trust, lcading to good governance and increased citizen confidence.
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/ Hon. Mr. Asif Khan, Member, Provincial Assembly of Khyber Pakhtunkhiva

/ The speaker thanked the organizers and highlighted the challenges faced by Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa (KP), including the 2018 merger and unfulfilled promises to the province. The
spcaker, a [irst-time parliamentarian from South Waziristan, noted the impact of military
operations in the region for over 22 ycars and the gap between parlinmentary forums and local
consliluencics.

The speaker outlined the progress made by the KP Provincial Assembly in parliamentary
oversight, including the cstablishment of a comprehensive commitice system, an active Public
Accounts Committce, and the adoption of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Busincss
2025, which have strengthened institutional frameworks. The speaker emphasized the need for
continuous strengthening through implementation, capacity building, and modernization.

The speaker also stressed the importonce of improving the quality of scruliny, noting that
committees ofien rely heavily on departmental explanations, Parliamentary oversight should
not depend solcly on the exceutive narrative; members need access Lo independent financial,
legal, and policy analysis to make informed and precise inquirics focused on oulcomes.
Strengthening rescarch and analylical support for commitiees is essentinl, nol a luxury.

Questions [rom the Audlence

The session opened the oor for questions, asking participants (o introducc themselves and
direct their querics 1o specilic speakers.

Hon. Dr. Hall Mohammad Puad bin Zarkashli,
Speaker, Johor Srate Legislative Assembly

He addressed Honourable Mr. Muhammad Mobcen Arif, asking aboul strategics 1o cmpower
thc opposition in parliament, noting that structural reforms, financial autonomy, and sclccl
commitices arc ¢ssential for a transparent and responsive institution. The speaker, a member of
the opposition, responded that committce work is biparlisan, allowing open discussion and
decision-making focused on the benefit of Pakistan's people. The speaker highlighted the
importance of commitiee work in Lhe legislative process and expressed uncertainty aboul the
structure ol Johor's asscmbly.

Qazi Asifl directed a question o a Pl National Asscmbly member regarding legislative
scrutiny. The speaker emphasized that afler legislation is passed, exceutive-made rules must be
scrutinized by parliament and provincial asscmblics Lo ensure alignment with the original Act
and the constitution. The spcaker noted that the primary duty of standing committcc members
is to ensure draR bills arc consistent with the constitution, and this should be judged in
committee, not in courts. The speaker also discussed local government, stating that the [8th
amendment aimed to devolve power to grassroots levels, bul provinces have cencroached on
local government functions, contrary to democratic spirit. ‘I'hc speaker relerenced India’s 1991
conslilutional amendments and suggested Pakistan’s political partics should collaborate on the
18th amendment and provincial autonomy.

Farah Azim Shah, Member of the Provincial Assembly ol Balochistan and CPA Exccutive
Commitiec member, asked Mr. Gilani what concrele sieps can cmpower citizens and improve
governance, noting that a strong parliament is esscnlial for democracy but incffective without
strong peoplc and governance. The speaker clarified a previous resolution in the Punjob
Assembly, involving multiple partics, was a request Lo the lcderal povernment to cnsurc local
government systems in provinces have permancnt amendments for tenure and clections, nol a
rollback of the 18th amendment or a transfer of provincial authority Lo the federal govemmenlt,
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Ion. Mr. Ahmad Igbal Chaudhary. Member. Prm-incliul .-‘.n.\umhl}_ ul"thc I'u_nja!h. .di.ﬂ.cusscd the \
Local Government Act 2025, which terminated the third tier head in k_.:lrachl. aiming 1o addresg
strong exccutive power and ensure a constitutional tenure sccurity sy s.alcm. I'he sPcakc,
highlighted that Punjab's strong executive has sent messages 1o other provinces, hul_ this dogs
not mean governance is compromised or dictatoril lhs:_-.pc._ukm'_ noted that the I:ufl two budgets
were non-inclusive, with South Punjab receving less funding n I!u:nlth. cducation, und. .-\!)I'
compared 10 other regions. The speaker emphasized the role of parhamentarians in quest loning
the strongest actors and standing up n parliament. The speaker ?ug.gcs'.cd that .thc National
Assembly's Standing Commutiee on Finance could visit pnmm::.nl assemblics 1o share
expertise, noting that changes 10 rules of procedure can be radical and impactful.

Tahir Shah Kakar. Secretany of the Provincial Assembly of Balochistan, asked two questions:
first. reganding Public Accounts Commitiee (PAC) functionality and how to handle five-year-
old reports. and second, about the wle of parliament i scrutinizing rules made by the
government. The speaker responded that the aim is not to shill responsibility away from the
government but to ensure parhamentans serutiny of rules 10 match the spirit of the law. The
speaker also discussed the importance of consolidatmg audit reports and covering recent years
first.

Hon Ms. Kalsoom Niaz, Member of the Provincial Assembly of Balochistan (National Party).
asked how parhiamentary committees can be strengihened 10 monitor the executive, cspecially
i provincial assemblies. The speaker responded that significant amendments have been made
in the Natonal Assembly of Punjab. giving commitiee powers cquivalent 1o Scnate and
Navonal Assembly committees. The speaker highlighted the importance of follow-up meetings
in PAC 2 and cautioned agamst the term “as prescribed” in draft bills, as it can hinder
implementation

Syeda Marvi Rashdi. Member of Provincial Assembly Sindh (Pakistan People’s Party). praised
the panclists and the discussion on making parliament powerful. The speaker commented on
the statements made by Honourable Gilani. noting that a powerful PAC reduces the need for
agencics like NAB. The speaker appreciated the creation of multiple PACs (1, 2) and the
increased powers given te committees in the Punjab Assembly. expressing a desire o see
similar cmpowerment in the Sindh Assembly.

Mr. Nisar Ahmed Khuhro, Chairman of PAC in Sindh Assembly. raiscd questions about the
practice of clubbing 400 paras together and the eflectiveness ol audit work. as well as PAC's
follow-up on dircctives 1o the chicl sccretary, The speaker responded that clubbing paras is
done when they are similar in nature, such as accounts receivable. and directions are given on
systemic issues rather than specific amounts. 'The speaker also criticized the quality of audit
observations and suggested reforms in the audit process, including improving the expertise off
audit oflicers. The speaker referenced the Westminster model, where the National Audit Office
is merged with Parliament, and suggested similar reforms in Pakistan.

Conclusion

The session concluded that a strong, empowered Parlioment is essential for democratic
governance. Strengthening parliamenary committees, especiully PACs, enhancing research and
analytical capabilitics, and ensuring cffective follow-up on audit and committee reports arc
critical 10 improving accountability and transparency. The 18th Amendment's goals of
devolution to local governments remain incomplete and require political consensus and
constitutional safeguards. The discussion underscored the need for continuous institutional
reforms, capacity building. and cross-assembly collaboration 1o make Parliament more
cfective, inclusive. and responsive 10 citizens' needs. The session ended with a call for

ongoing cooperation among provincial and national assemblies 1o share best practices and
strengthen democratic institutions in Pakistan.

LUNCH BREAK
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POST LUNCH @ 2:30 PM

DAY 2
PLENARY SESSION -11
“Gender, Tech and Trust: Protecting Women Leaders from Onlince Violence and Digital
Manipulation”

Themes: &) Innovation » O Inclusion *+ @ Trust
Venuoc: Grand Ballroom, PC Hotcel, Karachi
1430-1600 hrs.
This session focused on protccting women leaders from gender-based violence including onlinc
harassment, deepfakes, and digital violence, strengthening legal frameworks, parliamentary
protocols. and cross-parly solidarity mechanisms.

Modecrators:
Hon. Ms. Sumcta Afzal Syed, Member, Provincial Assembly of Sindh
& Hon. Ms, Nida Khuhro, Member, Provincial Assembly of Sindh

Opening of the Session

The session was opencd by [Hon. Ms. Sumeta Alzal Syes, Member of the Provincial Asscmbly
of Sindh and CPA Asia. She welcomed distinguished guests to the plcnary on gender, tech, and
trust, organized in partnership with UN Womecn. She introduced herself as a |egislator with a
keen interest in women’s political participation, governance, and the responsible usc of
technology in public life. Co-hosting thc session was Ms. Nida Khuhro, Parliamentary
Secretary for Health and Population, who brought valuable experience in gender, media, and
public discourse.

The moderator invited the first speaker of the plenary session, Hon. Ms. Professor Janc Roscoc,
board member of the British Council Global and Vice-Chanccllor of the University of Creative
Arts in the UK, was invited to sharc her insights on the Lopic. The session sought to foster a
meaningful, solution-oriented dialogue on protecting women leaders from onlinc violence and
digital manipulation, emphasizing the importance of multi-stakeholder engagement to address
this pressing issuc.

[Ton. Ms. Professar Jane Roscae,
Board _member of the British Council Global and Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Creative Arts in the UK

The speaker expressed pleasure and admiration at seccing many women in the room.
congratulating female members of parliament for their important work and role modeling in
government and socicty. Shc cmphasized the importance of women’s representation in
government but highlighted a critical challenge: the prevalence of various forms of violence
againsl [emalc politicians, including verbal abuse, onlinc trolling, stalking, and other
harassmenlt. These threats make political carcers less attractive and hinder cfTorts 1o encourage
more women (o cngage in civic and governmental rolcs,

The speaker highlighted a key challenge: violence and abuse faced by female politicians,
including verbal abuse, online trolling, and stalking, which creates an cmotional burden and
makes the job less attractive for women considering public service. The speaker referenced
Jacinda Ardern, former Prime Minister of New Zealand, who spoke about the toll of everyday
sexism on her leadership. The speaker noled that while many new [emale Iceders aim Lo be
open and accessible, this can make them vulnerable to abusc. The speaker noted the cmotional
toll this abusc takes on women lcaders, referencing former New Zcaland Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardem's public comments on the impact of cveryday scxism on her Icadership. She
acknowledged that many ncw female leaders arc adopling more open and accessible
approaches lo povernance, which is a positive development but also incrcascs their
vulnerability 1o abusec.
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The spcaker referenced a major study conducted in Wales, which surveyed female local
politicians and national cxccutive members about their expericnces in politics. The women
reporiced being told thal abusc is a “cost™ of political lifc — a pricc they must pay and that they
should *grow a thick skin" and acccpl harassmcent as part of the job. She also cited research
from the UK, conducted with the Inter-Parliamentary Union and CPA. found that 60% of
women in parliamentary roles have experienced hate specch, disinformation, disclosurc of
personal information. and psychelogical discomfort. Technology has made it easicr to larget
female politicians, although malc politicians also foce abuse, women arc more likely to
cnoounter it. A study in Wales found that female politicians at local and national levels reported
being told that abusc is a cost of politics and were advised (o “grow a thick skin,” a
normalization that the speaker said must stop. The speaker emphasized that this normalization
ol abuse must end. To move forward. it is essential to [irst understand the nature and specific
experienees of this abusc so that largeted solutions can be developed. Additionally, the speaker
stressed the need for broador cultural change 1o create @ safer, more supportive environment for
women in politicul lendership.

The address underscores the need to tackle these challenges head-on Lo create a safer and more
supportive environment for women in politics, cnsuring that their participation is not deterred
by violence or harassment. This is csscntial to maintaining diversc represcentation and
strengthening democratic institutions.

Haon. Ms, Asma Ehtisham-ul-Hag,
Member, Provincial Assembly of the Punjab

[Hon. Ms. Asma Lhtisham-ul-1Haq, a Member of Punjab Assembly since 2024, Chairperson of
the Women Development Commitlee, and active member of the Women Parliamentary Caucus
Punjub, addressed a forum on democracy, technology, and trust. She highlighted the issuc of
gender-bused violence against women in politics, including online harassment, decpfakes, and
digital nbuse, emphasizing that such attacks aim to silence women and arc a democratic issuc,
not just a women's issuc. She referenced historical women leaders like Muhtarma Benazir
Bhutto, who sacrificed lor democracy.

She shared that in Punjab, significant progress has been made under strong leadership to
improve the safety of women. Initiatives include the establishiment of women's police slations
to report harassment and digital crimes, as well as the usc of emergency hotlines and mobile
apps to make reporting more accessible. She noted that a harassment bill has been submitted in
the Punjab Assembly, thanks o the Speaker Malik Muhammad Ahmad Khan. Under the
leadership of Punjab's woman Chicl Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif, the province has taken
steps 1o ensure women's salety, including a zero-tolerance policy on violence ngainst women
Key initiatives include Women Police Stations, digital reporting via live chat, vidco call,
emergency helpline, and mobile apps, as well as virlual women police stations, protection
centers, and legal reforms, She called for stronger legal frameworks, justice syslem
responsiveness, and internal political party protocols to address these challenges. Sho stressed
that empowering women in the digital sphere is essential for trust, democracy, and a stronger
socicty. She reflected that Women in India are also benefitting from organized methods for salc
services, including protection services and medical support.

The speaker emphasized the need 1o strengthen justice systems and ensurc timely prolection for
viclims of online violence. She also called for criticnl studies and programs to address these
challenges, highlighting thal sustained cfforts are necessary to combat the increasing threals
faced by women in public life. The speaker concluded by reiterating that online violence
against women leaders is a red linc for democratic socictics, and policies must prioritize their
safely. She called [or continued innovation, cross-regional coopcration, and the cxtension of
support systems to cnsure justice and protection for women in leadership roles. The address
highlighted Punjab's proaclive approach as a modcl for other regions, emphasizing that
safeguarding women's participation in politics is essential to preserving democracy.
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Mr. Jamshed M, Kazi
Country Representative, UN Women

The speaker cxpressed deep gratitude for being part of a unique session fcaturing women
speakers, emphasizing that any discussion lacking women's voices is incomplete and results in
suboptimal policy outcomes. | le added that democratic institutions arc being tested not only by
traditional challenges but also by rapid technologicul forces, including algorithms and
anonymous online platforms. The speaker commended the organizers for addressing a theme
that is no longer emerging but is urgent and esscntial: the interscetion of gender, lechnology,
and trust. These threc areas arc interconnected and form the foundation on which 21st-century
democracy will either thrive or fail.

The speech highlighted a stark reality: digital violence against women lcaders is not a side
effect of technology but a deliberate weapon of exclusion. It is systemic, scalable, and designed
to succeed where legal protections are lacking, Lvidence presented included that 70% of
women human rights defenders, journalists, and activists cxpericnce online harassment and
abuse regularly, not as isolated incidents. Among women journalists, 42% reported that online
abuse escalated into offline harm, including stalking and physical threats, a figurc that has more
than doubled since 2020. Globally, 1.8 billion women and girls, 44% of the world's femalc
population, lack legal protcction against cyber harassment and cyberstalking. “This is not a
series ol isolaled cvents but a widespread infrastructure of intimidation.

The speaker challenged the notion that technology is ncutral, calling it a dangerous myth.
Technology amplifies existing power imbalances, and when gender inequality is present,
technology becomes a multiplier of that inequality. For women in politics, activism, and
journalism, digital spaces have shified from platforms of political participation to arenas of
humiliation, coordinated disinformation, gender surveillance, and threats Lo safety. ‘The rise of
generative Al has introduced new forms of abuse, including deep fake pornography, voice
cloning. and Al-generated disinformation campaigns that can be deployed cheaply and al scale.
Notably, 95% of onlinc deep fakes are non-consensual pornographic images, 99% largeting
women. The "mesosphere," an ecosystem of extreme misogyny, is increasingly promoted by
algorithms and is influencing millions of young pcople, especially men and boys, across the
world.

The spcaker added regional data and provided regional context, citing a 2025 study by the
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) covering 33 Asia-Pacilic countrics. It found that 60% of
women parliamentarians have been targeted by hate speech, disinformation, image abuse, or
doxing online. In parliamentary seltings, 85% of onlinc attacks against women come from the
public, with 59% of threats and 45% of psychological harassment originating from public
sources. In Pakistan, a December 2025 investigative report by Fight for All Pakistan
documented 171 cases of digital violence against women, including journalists, activists, and
religious and ethnic minorities, wilhin three months. These campaigns reached over 106 million
users. The report emphasized that digital violence in Pakistan is structural, ofien linked 1o
misogyny, sectarianism, and political motives, and combined with extremist narratives and
blasphemy accusations, it luels real-world violence and pushes women out of civic life. Key
barriers Lo women's political participation in Pakistan and Indoncsia include violence in public
and privale spaces, lack of parly supporl, limited mobility, and disproportionate family
responsibililies.

The speaker underscored that trust is the currency of democracy. Without it, institutions falter,
citizens disengage, and governance becomes ineffective. When women leaders face relentless
online harassment, public trust in democratic inslitutions crodes, as half the population sces a
system that fails to protect its representatives. This cads to reduced political participation, sclf-
censorship by women journalists, and discourages young women [rom pursuing leadership
roles. The cumulative effect is not only fewer women in politics but poorer governance
outcomes for sociely as a whole, as democracy cannol claim legitimacy when half the
population is intimidated into silence.
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The speech concluded by [raming digital violence against women as a democratic cmergenc,
not just a women's issuc, It called for urgent action through legal rcforms that criminalize
digital abuse, platform accountability with transparency and rapid responsc mcchanisms,
investment in specialized cybercrime units, and parliamentary codes of conduct to enforee zero
tolerance for sexist and abusive content. Additionally, it emphasized the nced to amplify
women's voices and leadership, not just their salety concerns, and to foster cultural change by
engaging malc allies. The speaker stressed that the choices made now in legislation, technology
design, and inslilutional accountability will determine whether digital spaces become tools of
liberation or oppression for women in public life.

Hon. Dr. Fouzia Hameed
Member, Provinclal Assenibly of Sindh

The speaker. Hon. Dr. Fouzia lameed. delivered a powerlul address emphasizing the growing
threat of digital violence against women in political leadership across Asia and the Pacific. She
noted that while technology has provided new avenues for communication, mobilization, and
political engagement. it has also become a weapon used 1o silence women in politics, posing a
serious Lhreal to democratic inslitutions. The spcech highlighted that online harassment, threats,
and character assassination arc increasingly prevalent, oficn occurring in private spaces and
spreading rapidly through social media platforms. These attacks arc frequently gender-based,
targeling women not for their policics but for their identity. questioning their competence and
morality, and dragging their families into false narratives. Tools such as deep fakes, fake
images, and coordinated Lrolling arc used to intimidate, exhaust, and ultimately push women
out of public life. with the goal of silencing them. This silencing reduces public debate,
weakens institutions, and crodes trust in democracy.

The speaker further highlighted the gendered nature ol cyber harassment in South Asia,
including Pakistan. noting that daia shows women are the majority ol cyber harassment
viclims, and a significant portion of politically targeted online abuse is dirceted at women.
Existing laws arc ofien gender-neutral in language but fail to address the specific challenges
women face in digital spaces. Although cybererime is criminalized, political digital violence
against women is not adequately recognized or addressed in legal frameworks. Additionally.
women are frequently excluded from digilal innovation and governance, and online spaces
remain largely unregulated, allowing abuse to proliferate.

To address these challenges, the speaker proposed scveral aclions. First, disinformation, online
threats, and Al-enabled abuse against women Icaders should be legally recognized as altacks on
democracy. Sccond, parliamentarians must update laws to keep pace with rapidly evolving
technology, including artificial intelligence and automated harassment, as outdated laws and
weak enforcement are insufficient. Third, social media and digital platforms must bc held
accountable, prioritizing user safely over profit. Fourth, women must be included in Al
development, policy-making, and digital governance to prevent bias and ensurc inclusive
digital futures. Fifih, since digital violence crosses borders, a coordinated regional response is
essential. Finally, parliamentarians should choose courage over comfort, protection over
silence, and trust over fear, ensuring women can lead safely and strengthening democracy.

In conclusion, the speaker stressed thal protecting women’s digital spaces is essential 1o
safeguarding the (uture of democratic leadership. Ensuring that women can participate in
politics without fear is critical to the health and strength of democracy in the region and
beyond. The speech calls for urgent legal reforms, greater accountability of digital platforms,
inclusion of women in technology sectors, and regional collaboration to address this pressing
issuc, underscoring that when women lead without fear, democracy leads with strength.



Lonclusion

I'he session highlighted that digital platforms increasingly shape political participation and
public discourse, but women leaders face disproportionatc levels of online gender-bascd
violence, including harassment, misinformation. and digital intimidation. These challenges
threaten individual safety, undermine democratic trust, and hinder inclusive governance. The
discussion aimed to bring together lawmakers, media leaders, and development pariners 1o
cxplore how legislation, technology governance, media responsibility, and institutional
collaboration can create safer digital spaces for women in public life.

The session concluded that protecting women's digital spaccs is essential to safeguarding the
future of democratic leadership. The speakers emphasized that digital violence is a democratic
emergency. nol just a women's issuc, and that urgent action is nceded through legal reforms,
platform accountability, and cultural change. The initiatives in Punjab were highlighted as a
model for other regions. The scssion called for collective action from parliaments,
governments, civil socicty, media, and the private scctor Lo ensurc that technology strengthens
democracy rather than undermines it. The message was clear: when women lead without fear,
democracy is stronger for cveryonc.

Session Proceedings

The plenary session commenced with Hon. Ms. Sumela Afzal Syed. Member, Provincial
Assembly of Sindh, formally handing over the moderation to llon. Ms. Nida Khuhro, Member,
Provincial Assembly of Sindh, who guided the proceedings for this segment of the session.

Moderator's Opening and Introduction

Hon. Ms. Nida Khuhro opened the discussion by situating the session within the broader
challenges facing women leaders in digital spaces. She cmphasized that online harassment,
disinformation, decepfakes, and coordinated digital abuse arc no longer peripheral concerns but
central *threats 1o democralic participation, trusl, and inclusion. She underscored the
responsibility of parliament to respond through Icgislation, oversight, and cross-party
solidarity.

The moderator then invited Ilon. Ms. Shazia Marri, Member, National Assembly of Pakistan,
to deliver her remarks, noting her cexiensive legislative experience and long-standing advocacy
for social justicc and gender cquality.

Panelist Intervention

Hon. Ms. Shazia Marri, Member, National Assembly of Pakistan

Hon. Ms. Shazia Marri began by highlighting that discussions on gender, technology, and trust
muslt be grounded in lived realities rather than abstractions. She stated that digital violence has
langible, deeply personal, and politically damaging consequences. particularly for women who
choosc to enter public life.

She observed that while digilal platforms were initially celebrated as tools for empowerment
and participation, they have increasingly bccome spaces of intimidation, distortion, and
organized abusc against women leaders. Drawing on cmpirical evidence from Pakistan’s 2024
gencral elections, she cited documented cases ol gendered disinformation, noting that a
significant majority of such attacks specilically targeled women politicians through falsc
allegations, manipulated images, and Al-altered content.

Hon. Marri emphasized that thesc altacks were neither isolated nor spontancous, but
coordinated cfforls aimed at delegitimizing women's presence in politics and discouraging their
participation. She shared her personal experience of being targeted by fabricated allegations
circulaled online, which falscly claimed the recovery of large sums of money from her
residence. Despite successfully challenging these claims through legal channels. she noted that
the primary perpetrators cvaded accountability duc 1o anonymity and weak platform
responsiveness.
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She further highlighted systemic challenges faced by women victims of digital abuse. including
slow complaint mecchanisms, opaque platform processes. and the disproportionate burden
placed on victims to document harm while abuse continues in real time. She stressed that online
violence is not merely a gender issuc but a democratic one, as il underminges trust in institutions
and silences over hall of the population.

In conciuding her remarks, Hon. Marri called for:

Recognition of online violence as a serious political and legal harm

Stronger implementation of mechanisms beyond exisling laws

Cross-party solidarity among women lcgislators

Greater accountability of technology platforms

A collective refusal to normalize silence in the face of digital abuse

She reaffirmed that women belong in leadership and public life, and that lechnology must serve
democracy rather than distort it.

Panelist Intervention

Hon. Senaror Furoog I1. Nack. Senare of Pakistan

[Following the modcrator’s transition, Hon. Senator FFarooq 11. Nack delivered his intervention,
framing digital trust as the currency of democracy and inclusion as its foundation. He noted that
while technology has the potential to strenglhen transparency. participation, and access io
information, it can also be weaponized to manipulate narratives and damage reputations.

Drawing on his legal and constitutional expertisc. Scnator Naek relcrenced Ariicles 9, 14, and
23 ol'the Constitution ol Pakistan, emphasizing that online harassment and reputational harm
conslitutc violations of fundamental rights, including the right to life, dignity, and equality
before the law. e siressed thai women leaders are disproportionately targeted by digital abuse,
which is ofien gendered and characler-locused in nature.

He outlined a comprehensive scl of practical measures Lo address digital violence, including:
Rapid response and digital safety support systems for women leaders

Strengthening legal and procedural tools to address impersonation, harassment, and coordinated
abuse

Cross-border cooperation with platforms, regulators, and civil socicty

Mandatory identification of Al-gencrated and manipulated content

Political party codes ol conduct and institutional focal points

Integration of digital citizenship and media literacy into education systems

Senator Naek concluded by stressing that building parliaments of the future requires protecting
trust in the digital public sphere and defending inclusion where it is most threatcned—namely.

the lived experiences ol women in lcadership.

Audience Interaction and Q&A

The session then transitioned into an interactive Question and Answer scgment, facilitated by
the moderator,

Mr. Jamshed M. Kazi, Country Representative, UN Women, responded 1o an audience queslion
by emphasizing the importancc of prevention alongside legal remedices. He highlighted the need
for institutional training, clarily around consent and power dynamics, and cultural change to
prevent harassment before il occurs.

Hon. Ms. Shazia Marri supplemented this response by underscoring that national legislation
alone is insufTicient to address digital abusc, as perpetrators ofien opcrate across borders using
anonymous profiles. She cmphasized the nced for international cooperation and global
accountability mechanisms.
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\ subsequent question from the audience focused on the rapid evolution of Al technologies and
the capacity of policy frameworks to keep pace. Hon. Scnator Farooq H. Nack responded by
reiterating that while laws cannot eliminate crime entirely, they serve as critical deterrents. He
referenced past legislative successes, including workplace harassment laws, and advocated for
specialized legal mechanisms to address digital and Al-cnabled abusc.

A final question from a student representative highlighted the cxclusion of younger
generations, particularly Gen Z and Alpha, from policy formulation despite their digital
fluency. Hon. Ms. Shazia Marri acknowledged this gap and emphasized the importance of
including younger generations in policymaking processes related to digital governance and
online safety.

Moderator’s Conclusion

In her concluding remarks, Hon. Ms. Nida Khuhro summarized Lhe key takcaways of the
session:

Online violence against women Icaders is a democratic challenge requiring institutional
responses

Trust in digital spaces depends on robust legal rameworks, accountable platforms, and cthical
political conduct

Federal and provincial parliaments must work collaboratively to close legal gaps and strengthen
enforcement

Partnerships with UN Women, media, and civil society arc cssential to building inclusive

digital ccosystems
She emphasized that digital spaccs must not become lools of democratic exclusion and

reaffirmed the collective commitment to protecting women leaders in online environments.

Closing and Shield Distribution

Following the conclusion of the session, Hon. Syed Awais Qadir Shah, Speaker, Provincial
Assembly of Sindh. invited Hon. Mr. Zia ul [lassan Lanjar, Minister for Home, Law and
Parliamentary AlTairs, Government ol Sindh, to the stage. ‘The session concluded with a formal
shield distribution ceremony, conducted under the moderation ol Ilon, Ms. Nida Khuhro,
recognizing the contributions of speakers and partners.
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DAY-III

Friday, 6™ February 2026

CLOSING CEREMONY
Topic: “Way Forward: Strengthening Democratic Trust through Regional Parliamentary

Cooperation”
Theme: @ Trust
Venue: New Assembly Hall, Provincial Assembly of Sindh

Time: 1000-1200 hrs.
OPENING OF THE CLOSING CEREMONY

The Closing Ceremony of the 7th CPA Asia Regional Conference and the 2nd Joint CPA Asia
and South-East Asia Regional Conference formally commenced with a warm welcome 1o all
distinguished dclegates and participants representing CPA Asia, CPA South-East Asia, and
other Commonwealth jurisdictions, including Malaysia, Maldives, Sri Lanka, and beyond.

The proceedings began with the recitation of the Holy Quran, followed by the national anthem,
sctting a solemn and dignified tone for the final session of the conference.

Hon. Syed Awais Qadir Shah, Speaker, Provincial Assembly of Sindh & President, CPA Asia
Conference, cxicnded heartfelt appreciation for the presence and active participation of all the
Honorable Spcakers, Deputy Speakers, distinguished delegates, parliamentarians, and
parliamentary officials, throughout the conference. [le acknowledged the extensive efforts and
dedication involved in organizing an international parliamentary cvent of such magnitude,
reflecting on the tircless preparations and commitment that contributed 1o its success.

Fle emphasized that the true purpose of the conference lay in [ostering dialogue, strengthening
parliamentary cooperation. and advancing democratic valucs across thc Commonwealth. He
noted thal the meaninglul contributions and insightful deliberations of the participants had
significantly enriched the proceedings and reinforced the relevance of the conference outcomes.

L.inking his remarks 1o the overarching theme of Yrust, he highlighted the evolving role of
parliaments in redefining trust through inclusivity, innovation, and responsiveness. He
underscored the importance of embracing technological advancement, promoting youth
engagement, and strengthening the role of parliaments as pillars of democratic governance. He
further stressed that modern parliaments must remain adaptive and people-centered to sustain
public confidence and democratic legitimacy.

Proceeding with the closing ceremony, he invited Mr. Siephen Twigg, Sceretary-General of the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, to deliver his remarks.

Address hy Mr. Stephen Twigg
Secretary-General, Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA)

Mr. Stephen Twigg cxpressed his profound appreciation for the opportunity 1o participate in the
7th CPA Asia Regional Conference and the 2nd Joint CPA Asia and South-East Asia Regional
Conference, describing it as a privilege to engage with parliamentary leaders and delegates
from across the Commonwealth. He extended sincere gratitude 1o the Hon. Speaker of the
Provincial Assembly of Sindh and his team for their exceptional leadership and dedication in
organizing the conference, acknowledging the collective appreciation of all participants for the
successful delivery of the event.

Reflecting on the continuity and growth of the CPA Asia Regional Conference, Mr. Twigg
highlighted the significance of holding the conference on an annual basis and expressed
confidence that the tradition would continue with thc upcoming 8th CPA Asia Regional
Conlerence in Sri l.anka. Flc noted that the themes discussed during the conference trust,
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sclusion, innovation, peace, and the future of parliaments—were highly relevant not only to
the parliaments of Asia and South-East Asia but also to the broader Commonwealth.

He further informed the participants about the forthcoming launch of the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Strategic Plan in London, which will guide the CPA's work until 2030. He
emphasized that the plan rcaffirms the Association’s core mission and strategic objectives
while setting ambitious goals lor the future. Quoting the key strategic objectives of the CPA,
as:

Strengthening parliamentary institutions.
Supporting the professional development of parliamentarians and parliamentary stafl.
Promoting Commonwealth values

He reflected the priority themes guiding CPA's Work:

Gender equality.

Disability inclusion.

Small jurisdictions.

Technology and digital translormation.
Sustainable development and climate change
Youth cngagement

Mr. Twigg observed that these objectives and themes had been comprehensively addressed
throughout the conference deliberations, He also drew atlention to the challenging global
context in which parliaments operate. marked by declining trust in political inslitutions,
democratic backsliding, climale change, slallcd progress on the Sustainable Development
Goals, and rising conflicts and insecurity.

He underscored the importance of the Karachi Declaration, noting that it builds upon the
Lahore Declaration adopted during the previous CPA Asia Regional Conference. He described
the joint collaboration between the CPA Asia and South-East Asia regions as an innovative and
powerful model of regional cooperation, cmphasizing that CPA regions represent the "bealing
hearl” ol the organization.

To illustrate the impact of regional cooperation, Mr. T'wigg ciled Lhree notable examples:

o The Kuala Lumpur Conference on Artificial Intelligence, jointly organized with the
Parliament of Malaysia, the Inter-Parliamentary Union, and the United Nations Devclopment
Programme, resulted in the adoption of the Kuala Lumpur Declaration with thirteen key
recommendations on the governance and safcly ol emerging technologics.

o The role of small parliamentary branches, including small island devcloping statcs. in
contributing to the CPA's work, wilh special reference to the Maldives' hosting of the Small
Branches Workshop.

e The proposal emerged from the conference 1o cslablish a Peace and Human Rights
Commiltee, highlighting the cvolving role of parliaments in peacebuilding and human rights
protection.

Mr. Twigg also highlighted a major institutional milestonc for the CPA—the acquisition of
international legal status following the passage of cnabling Iegislation by the UK Parliament.
He explained that this development would strengthen the voice and influence of parliaments
within and beyond the Commonwealth, including at international forums such as the Uniled
Nations.
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In concluding his address, Mr. Twigg highlighled key initiatives and programmes of the CPA
aimed at strengthening parliamentary capacily and inclusivity. e referred 1o the CPA
Parliamentary Academy, democratic benchmarks for legislatures, initiatives on gender equality,
youth participation, and disability inclusion, cmphasizing their relevance to modern
parliamentary praclice.

Key Areas of CPA Engagement Highlighted:

Capacily-building through the CPA Parliamentary Academy and residential training
programmes.

Democratic benchmarks to enhance parliamentary cfTectiveness and representativeness.
Promotion ol gender-sensitive parliaments and protection of women parliamenlarians from
online harassment.

Youth engagement through the Commonwealth Youth Parliament.

Inclusion of persons wilh disabilitics through dedicated networks, forums, and legislative
[rameworks.

Vote of Thanks
Hon. Dr. Rizvie Salih, Deputy Speaker, Parliament of Sri Lanka

Hon. Dr. Rizvie Salih, Deputy Speaker, Parliament of Sri Lanka, expressed his deep honor and
privilege in delivering the Vote of Thanks at the conclusion of the 7th CPA Asia Regional
Conference and the 2nd Joint CPA Asia and South-Fast Asia Regional Conference. He
described the conference as meaning(ul, productive. and memorable, reflecting the collective
commitment of Commonwecalth parliaments lo democratic values and regional cooperation. On
hehalf ol the Sri [Lankan parliamentary dclegation and all participating dignitarics, he conveved
heartfell appreciation to the Provincial Assembly ol Sindh and the CPA Sindh Branch for
hosting the conference with exceptional cxcellence, warmth. and foresight under the
outstanding leadership of the Flon. Speaker of the Sindh Asscmbly.

He commended the Hon. Speaker’s dynamic and hands-on Icadership, noting that his personal
involvement from strategic planning to meticulous attention to dctail and dclegate welfare set a
high benchmark for parliamentary hosting. He further acknowledged the tireless efforts of the
organizing team, whose dedication and prolessionalism reflected the Speaker’s leadership and
ensured the scamless conduct of the conlerence. He cxtended special gratitude to the Hon.
Speaker of the National Assembly of Pakistan, the Chiel Guest al the inaugural session, whose
presence and address clevated the proceedings and reaffirmed Pakistan's commitment to
parliamentary democracy and regional collaboration. He also expressed appreciation to the
Hon. Chief Minister of Sindh for hosting a gracious dinner in honor of the delegates,
highlighting the warmth, cultural richness, and legendary hospitality of Sindh and Pakistan.

Ile acknowledged the contributions of distinguished delegations from Malaysia and other
regional assemblics, the leadership of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, and Mr.
Stephen Twigg, Sccretary-General of the CPA. He noted that their perspectives and shared
cxperiences cnriched the deliberations and strengthened the spirit of the Commonyealth
parliamentary family. He also commended the panclists and moderators for guiding insightful,
candid, and constructive discussions, emphasizing thal dialogue, mutual respect, and shared
learning are the foundations of strong democratic inslitutions.

Reflecting on the outcomes of the conference, he highlighted the importance of the Karachi
Declaration as a key takcaway for participating parliaments, underscoring its relevance in
advancing democratic cooperation and trust across the region. He concluded by emphasizing
that beyond institutional frameworks and procedures, it is human connection, shared values,
and mutual respect that bind nations together. He urged delegates 1o carry forward not only the
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wsolutions and insights gained from the conference but also the friendships and goodwif
~grengthened in Karachi.

&ey Points Hiehlighted:

®  Appreciation for the exemplary lcadership and hospitality of the Provimeisl Asentbly of
Sindh.

®  Recognition of the contributions of delegates, CPA ewdership, puntises, ved mederatars.

®  Acknowledgment of the organizing committoe, scernti, ieva, mvd supgodt it

°

Emphasis on the significance of the Karachi Docliration %3 o lbutivy cuocwwme of ths
conference.

Voie of Thanks
Hon, Mr. Ahmed Nazim Deputy Speaker, People's Majiis Muldties

Hon. Mr. Ahmed Nazim, Deputy Speaker, People’s Majlis Meddives, expresitd dnine
gratitude al the conclusion of the 7th CPA Asin Regiond Conferewee, nulavowbédilvg Hie
oollective cfforts thut contribuled to the svocess of the event, e highlgnoed Gue hbsbaie
parlismontary tios botwoen Puklsian and the Maldives, recalling fusl thvo Mabdives Paeliutwent
building was gifted by the poople of Pakisian, symbolizing cnduring flendsisip and Pufkkaus™s
commitment 1o slrengthening democratic institulions acrows the Cammonwealth.

He conveyed doep apprecintion 10 the Government of Pakisian, the Provinci As’uﬂmb_iy of
Sindh, and the orgunizing commiuce for thelr eoxceplional hosphallty and cfficlon
arrangemonts, which mode the conference both productive and memorsble. He 480
commendod the sponkers, pinefists, moderaiors, and delegates for thelr valurble contrésutions
and aoliye partioipution, noting thal thelr engagement reflccied the strongth und unily of tho
CPA Asio community.

He referred 1o the Maldives' upcooting role ns host of the SimaH Branches Conforcace,
expressing confidence thi the stundards set in Karachi would scrve as a guiding exampbe. He
concludod by acknowlodping the dedicated clTorts of the sccretarial. volunioers. and pariners
who worked bohind the socnes and extended his best wishes 1o all delegates for a salt jowne)
home.

Eey Paints Highliphted;

o Rccognition of Pukistuwn -Maldives partiamentary tics and democratic cooperation.
o Apprecitton for ibe hospiwlity and organizational cxcellence of the hosts.
e Acknowlcdgmant of the coniributions of delegales, speakers, und organizers

Voie of Thanks
Hon. Zulfigar All Shuh, Provinclal Assembiy of Punjab,

ON BEHALF OF
Hon. Mallk Muliammad Ahmad Khar Speaker, Provinclal Assembly af the Puyrjps

Hon. Zulfiqar All Shoh, spezking on behall of the Hon. Spesker of the Prosincin) Avgubly of
the Punjub, cooveyed sincore approcintion (o the Commanwsalh Parttameniury Asssclions oy
fis valugble conlribution ond conlinuod support in strengthenuby parivmeniiy deaockacy
across the Commonwealth

He cxprossod regrel ovor the absence of Hon. Mulik Mulimnwd Akmad Khen due o
unovoidoble personal reosons. while cmphasizing fut Bls umwmsering commbinver: ¥
parlismontory valuos. Uansparency. and instilulioasl suenglbealsg remalied  decply
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acknowledged and respected. He highlighted the Speaker's guidance and vision in promot
good governance and democratic practices, noting that although physically absent, h
influence and leadership were reflected in the spirit and purpose of the conference.

Hon. Zulfiqar Ali Shah further exicnded gratitude to the organizers, speakers, and participants
for their collective cfforts in making the conference meaningful and successful. He concluded
by thanking all stakcholders for their time, cooperation. and contributions to the success ol the
cvenlt.

Key Points Highfighted:

Appreciation for the CPA’s role in promoting parliamentary democracy.
Recognition of the leadcership and vision of Hon. Malik Muhammad Ahmad Khan.
Gratitude to organizers, speakers. and participants for the success of the conference.

Vote of Thanks

Representative Speaker, State Legisiative Assembly Malaysia
Hon. Date’ Seri Mohammad Zahir Bin Abdul Khalid
Speaker, Perak State Legislative Assembly

Hon. Duto" Seri Mohammad Z.ahir Bin Abdul Khalid, Speaker of the Pcrak State Legislative
Assembly. extended thanks 10 all delegates and invited fellow Malaysian delegates to rise in
appreciation of the host, the Provincial Assembly of Sindh. [lc expressed deep gratitude to the
CPA Asia Region for convening the conference. the Government of Pakistan and the
Government ol Sindh for their warm hospitality in Karachi, and especially to the Speaker,
Sindh Assembly for his gracious leadership and tircless cflforts in hosting the event. He also
thanked the Honourable Chief Minister of Sindh, Syed Murad Ali Shah, for his support of
regional parliamentary cooperation, and Honourable Dr. Christopher Khalila, Chairperson of
the CPA Executive Commitice, for his guidance, highlighting the Commonwealth as a
community of shared democratic values, mutual respect, and trust.

Reflecting on the conference theme, “Parliaments of the Future — Redefining Democracy
through Trust, Inclusion, Innovation and Peace,” the spcaker emphasized the importance of
trust in an cra of declining public confidence, the necessity of inclusion for women. youth, and
vulnerable communities. and the role of innovation in addressing digital technology. artificial
intelligence, and misinformation risks. He reaffirmed parliaments as guardians of peace and
reconciliation, praised the quality of plenary and breakout sessions, and thanked all speakers,
ministers, parliamentarians, modecrators, and panellisis for their contributions on parliamentary
education. accounltability, climate resilicnce, digital governance, and democratic space
protection. He closed by siressing that democracy, peace, and trust require strong institutions,
responsible leadership. and ongoing dialogue, urging participants to carry the spirit of Karachi
back to their home countries.

Vote of Thanks
Hon. Mr. Ali Khurshidi Leader of The Opposition, Provincial Assembly of Sinch

Hon. Mr. Ali Khurshidi, l.cader of the Opposition, Provincial Assembly of Sindh, on bchalf of
the opposition benches of the Sindh Assembly and his party. MQM-P, he congratulated the
Speaker of the Sindh Assembly and the organizing tcam for successfully hosting delegates
f[rom more than |7 parliaments. [le highlighted the significant efTort involved in planning. the
hard work of the team, and the cxcellent arrangements, smooth management, and heartfch
hospitality extended to all participants.

He emphasized the meaningful discussions held over the past few days, focusing on trust,
inclusion, innovalion, accountability, the fulwure ol democratic institutions, parliamentary
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education, and climate change, underscoring the shared mission of all participants to serve their
pcople and strengthen democracy. He further stressed the importance of collaboration between
government and opposition, noting that democracy grows stronger through mutual respect,
constructive criticism, and cooperation, and that this conference demonstrated the value of
dialogue and partnership over division.

The speaker extended sincere thanks to all delegates for traveling long distances to attend,
expressing hope that they found Sindh organized, warm, and welcoming. He also cxpressed
deep appreciation for the officers, stall, voluntecrs, sccurily lcam. and young interns who
worked tirelessly behind the scenes, noting that the success ol the conference was due not only
1o the speakers on slage but also 1o the silent dedication of those working off-stage, whose
efforts deserve heartfelt applause. He called on all attendees to leave the conlerence with
renewed cnergy and fresh ideas, carrying forward the spirit of cooperation o cnsure that
parliament remains transparent, accountable, and close o the people it represents.

Hon. Ms. Farah Azeem Shah,
Member of Balochistan Provincial Assembly

Hon. Ms. Farah Azeem Shah welcomed all delegates representing their countries, and extended
sincere thanks to the General Secrctary of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association
(CPA), Honorable Stephen ‘['wigg, describing him as a good friend and a down-to-carth
individual committed to humanity. She emphasized the sense of a Commonwealth family
united by shared valucs ol humanity and mutual respect and cxpressed gratitude for the
acceplance of her peace proposal at the previous CPA conference in Barbados, which was
welcomed by all regions, highlighting the global family spirit and the interconnectedness of all
human beings. She also noted the sacrilices made by Balochistan, including its forces and the
Pakistan Army, reaffirming their ongoing commitment to peace.

Adoption of the Karachi Declaration

Preamble

We, the Speakers, Presiding Officers, and Delegates of the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association (CPA) branches of Asia and South-liast Asia, convened in Karachi (rom 3 1o 7
February 2026 for the 7th CPA Asia Regional Conference and the 2nd Joint CPA Asia &
South- East Asia Rcgional Conlerence, reaffirm our shared commiunent 1o democratic
governance, constitutionalism, parliamentary accountability, inclusivity, responsible
innovation, and sustainable peace, in accordance with our respective national constitutional
framewarks, CPA principles, and the Charter of the United Nations.

We recognise the indispensable role of parliaments in upholding democratic trust, ensuring
execulive accountability, protecting fundamental rights. and responding 1o the cvolving
aspirations of citizens. We lake cognizance of the complex challenges confronting democratic
institutions, including declining public confidence, political polarisation, misinformation,
climate vulnerability, social exclusion, and the rapid pace of technological change. We affirm
that the future ol democracy depends on parliaments that are inclusive, participatory,
transparent, and forward-looking, capable of sirengthening social cohesion. cmbracing
responsible innovation, and promoting peace and resilience within and across societics.

We recognisc multilateralism and parliamentary diplomacy as foundational pillars for building
trust, advancing peace, and reinforcing democratic resilicnce in an increasingly interconnected
world, grounded in sustaincd dialogue, mutual respect, shared democratic values, and
adherence 1o international norms and collective responsibility.
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Declurations

1. Democratic Trust and Parliamentary Oversight
Affirm our commitment to democratic norms, constitutional principles, and
parliamentary supremacy as the foundation of legitimate and clTective governance.

Underscore the critical role of parliamentary oversight in cnsuring executive accountability,
ethical governance, and public trust.

Support the strengthening ol committee systems, including Public Accounts Committees, to
promotc fiscal discipline, transparcncy, and responsible management of public resources.
Endorse cvidence-bascd debate, constructive political dialogue, and cross-party cooperation as
mechanisms to rebuild democratic credibility.

Promote initiatives that enhance citizen engagement with parliamentary institutions.

2. Inclusive and Participatory Parliaments

Commit to promoting cquitable representation and meaningful participation of women, youth,
persons with disabilities, religious minorities and marginalised communities in

parliamentary processes.

Resolve 10 review and reform parliamentary rules, procedures, and institutional practices to
climinate systemic barricrs 1o inclusion.

Support parliamentary cducation, civic literacy, and public outreach initiatives 1o instill
democratic values and principles in the hearls and minds ol our future gencrations.

Endorse mentorship, capacity-building, and lcadership programs that empower
underrepresented groups within parliamentary institutions.

Contribute to national and regional cfforts aimed at [ostering inclusive governance,social
cohesion, and participatory democracy.

3. Imnovation and Respounsible Use of Technology

Recognise the growing inflluence of digital technologics and artilicial intelligence on
governance and parliamentary processces, and underscore the importance ol ethical, transparent,
and human-centered rameworks,

Affirm the need to counter misinformation, hate speech, deep fakes, and digital

manipulation while safeguarding freedom of expression and democratic discourse.

Support the development of Open Parliament initiatives and digital governance tools to
enhance digital access to information, transparency and accountability.

Promote capacity-building programmes for parliamentarians, parliamentary staff, and citizens
lo enable informed and responsible digital participation.

Encourage mecasures 1o cnsurc salc and cquitable digital cngagement, including protection
against onlinc harassment.

4. Peace, Climate Resilience, and Social Cohesion
Affirm that peace, justice, and inclusive development are mutually reinforcing and cssential for
sustainable democratic progress.
Recall that right to sclf-determination, as recognised under intcrnational law, remains essential
lo democratic legitimacy, peace(ul coexistence, and durable political solutions.
Note with concern the cvolving challenges to the international order, marked by growing
unilateralism and the gradual narrowing of space for mutual respect, sovereign equality, and
adherence to international norms.
Recognise the role ofl parliaments as platforms for dialogue, reconciliation, and peaccful
conflict resolution within and across communities.
Support legislative initiatives to strengthen climate resilience, disaster preparcdness, and
protection of climate-vulnerable regions.
Endorse community empowerment, local governance engagement. and participatory policy-
making Lo enhance social cohesion.
Contribute to regional and national efforts that advance justice, equity, and sustainable
development as cornerstones of democratic stability.
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S. Regional Parliamentary Cooperation

Affirm the importance of parliamentary diplomacy and collaboration among CPA member
parliaments as instruments [or Lrust-building and regional stability.

Support structured capacity-building programs, knowledge-sharing platforms, and bestpractice
exchanges among regional parliaments,

Endorse partnerships with civil socicty, academia, and privale sectors Lo advance inclusive,
innovative, and sustainable parliamentary development.

Encourage regional initiatives that address shared democratic, social, economic, and
environmental challenges.

Recognise that timely CPA regional conferences are central lo suslaining parliamentary
partnerships, and commend the Provincial Assembly of Sindh, Pakistan, for hosting the 7th
CPA Asia Regional Conference within one year of the previous conference.

Conclusion

As we conclude our deliberations in Karachi and adopt this Declaration on February 6. 2026,
we reaffirm our shared resolve 1o strengthen parliaments as trusted, inclusive, innovalive, and
peace-building institutions. Guided by democratic values. CPA principles, and international
commitments, we commit to lranslating the spirit and intent

of this Declaration into concrete legislative and institutional action within our respective
jurisdictions, in pursuit of democratic resilience, collective well-being, and a peaceful future for

our peoples.

Address by the Chief Guest
Hon. Sved Murad Ali Shalv Chief Minister, Government of Sindh

I1on. Syed Murad Ali Shah, Chicl Minister of Sindh, addressed the Closing Ceremony of the
7th CPA Asia Regional Conference and the 2nd Joint CPA Asia & South-Cast Asia Regional
Conference, expressing his appreciation 1o the Provincial Assembly of Sindh and the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association for successfully convening a meaningful dialogue
on the future of democracy and regional parliamentary cooperation.

He welcomed the distinguished delegates to Karachi and Sindh, describing the province as a
symbol of resilience, democralic struggle, and institutional continuity. Ile commended the IHon.
Speaker of the Provincial Assembly of Sindh and his team for hosting the Conference with
professionalism, political malturity, and institutional strength, noting that bringing together
diverse political voices to deliberate on democratic challenges reflects the true spirit of
parliamentary democracy.

The Chief Minister emphasized that democracy across the region is facing growing pressures
nol because citizens reject democracy, bul because they demand better governance, fairness,
and institutional performance. Referring to the Conference theme of Trust, Inclusion,
Innovation, and Peace, he highlighted that rebuilding democratic trust requires transparency,
accountability, and cflective delivery of public services. |le stressed that citizens no longer
place confidence in rhetoric alone but in systems that demonstrate responsibility and
measurable outcomes.

He further underscored that inclusion is an cssential pillar of democratic stability. not a
symbolic gesture, and realfirmed the Government ol Sindh’s commitment 1o expanding
opportunities for women, youth, minorities, and vulnerable communities. He also highlighted
the importance of innovation in governance, noting that technology and institutional reforms
must serve citizens by improving decision-making, scrvice delivery, and accessibility.
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The Chicl Minister drew attention 1o the interconnested challenges of peace, social justice. and
climate resilicnce, emphasizing that Sindh remains at the frontline of ciimate change impacts.
He called upon parliaments to legislaic for resilicnce. disastier preparedness, and sustainable
development, stressing that lasling peace is inseparable from climate justice and political will.
He also highlighted the significance of regional parliamentary cooperation, describing it as a
praclical mechanism f(or sharing lcgislative best practices, strengthening oversight, and
accclerating democratic progress across Lhe region.

Relerring to the adoption of the Karachi Declaration. he urged delegares lo translate ity
principles into concrele legislative and institutional reforms rather than treating il as a symbolic
document. He concluded by expressing gratitude to the CPA lcadership, international
delcgations, organizers, parliamentary staff, and voluntcers, and expressed hope that
participants would recturn to their countrics with renewed commitment Lo strengthening
transparency, inclusivity, innovation, and public trust in their respective parliaments.

Key Points Highlighted in the Address

Democracy is challenged not by rejection. but by citizens’ demand for better governance and
accounlability.

Trust in institutions must be rebuilt through transparent systems and effective service
delivery.

Inclusion of women, youth. minorities, and marginalized groups is esscntial for democralic
stability.

Innovation in governance should focus on institutional rcform and citizen-centric service
delivery.

Climate resilicnce and social justice are fundamental to sustainable peace and democratic
progress.

Regional parliamentary cooperation sirengthens democratic institutions and shared learning.
T'he Karachi Declaration must be implemented through practical legislative and institutional
action.

With these closing remarks. the conlerence was declared closcd.



