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During February and March 2026, the Provincial Assembly of the Punjab remained
actively engaged in Commonwealth parliamentary affairs, international observances,
parliamentary thought leadership, public outreach and legislative business. The period
reflected the Assembly’s continuing commitment to democratic values, inclusion,
parliamentary diplomacy and citizen engagement.

COMMONWEALTH VALUES & INTERNATIONAL OBSERVANCES
Punjab Assembly Observes International Women’s Day and Commonwealth Day

Punjab Assembly messages marking Commonwealth Day 2026 and International
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During March 2026, the Provincial Assembly of the Punjab marked important
Commonwealth and international observances, including International Women’s Day
on 8 March 2026 and Commonwealth Day on 9 March 2026. These occasions
provided an opportunity to reaffirm the Assembly’s commitment to democratic values,
inclusion, women’s empowerment and parliamentary engagement across the
Commonwealth. The 2026 Commonwealth Day theme, “Unlocking opportunities
together for a prosperous Commonwealth,” closely aligned with these shared ideals.



PARLIAMENTARY KNOWLEDGE & THOUGHT LEADERSHIP

Punjab Voices Featured in The Parliamentarian and National Media

The Provincial Assembly of the Punjab continued to contribute to parliamentary thought
leadership through published writing. In The Parliamentarian 2026: Issue One, Ms
Salma Saeed Hashmi, MPA Punjab, contributed an article on advancing disability
inclusion through legislative leadership.

BANGLADESH
ELECTIONS

The first competitive parliamentary
elections in over a dacade have
restored demacracy to Bangladesh
after eighteen manths of rule by an
unelected interim gavemment Led
by Yunus, the interim administration
had iniiated the task of refarming the
«country's constitution and elactorsl
system.

Holding the first competit
election since 2008 restores the
people's sovereign right to elect
government dedicated to welfare and
good governance. A significant number
af voters, especially from Gen Z. had
praviously been unable to exarcise thair
franchise, as Sheikh Hasina's rule was
largely characterised by ‘constitutiona
autocracy’ maintained through riggad
elections.

Six Gan Z leaders were elacted
s MPs and will serve a5 members
af the Constitution Refarm Counc
n terms of gender represental
as men candidate:
elections, although only
wictorious.

The polls under Yunus were largety
participatary. Nevertheless, question
remain regarding their cradibility, as the
interim administration barred Sheikh
Hasina's party, the Bangladesh Ay
League. from contesting. The p
which played a key role in the 1971 War
of Independence, had traditionaly

votes. Religious minerity groups and
small ethnic communities histarically
support the Awami League duetoits

fthrow by the Gen-
Z-edJuly Uprising has created a
new polltical reality. Young vaters,
in particular, remain sceptical of the
country's lang-standing duopaly
dominated by the BNP and the
Avami League. Leaders of the 2024

movement formed a new political party
- the National Citizens” Party (
which contested the polls in an T-party
alliance with the Bangladesh Jamaat-
e-Islami and other servative, faith-
based parties.

In p:

high was 18 saats in 1991 while allied
with the BNP. Their historically poor
perlarmance was often attributed to
their controversial role in the 1971 war
of independence, during which the
party sided with the Pakistan Army that
committed ganocide, war crimes and
erimes against humanity

Hawever, the NCP-Jamaat
stunnied observers in the 2026
s. Combined, they won 77
th nearly 32% of the popular
s approximately
50% shara. Jamaat’s growing influence
has drawn global attention, with some
international observers describing it
a5 a major resurgence in Bangladeshi
politics.

The Jamaat-led alliance is likely to
pressure the ruling BNP to execute the
“July Charter” proposals. The NCP has
already announced its intention ta build
a'Secand Republic’ through an entirely
new constitution.

Conwersaly. while the BNP and its
allies respect the spirit of the uprising
they are reluctant to adopt av
propasal in the "July Charter’, having
registerad notes of dissent during its
drafting, While the BNP adh
amending the existing car
the NCP and Jamaat are pushing far a
completely new constitution. With more
than two-thirds of the seats, the BNP
will now pl I role in deciding
whether Professar Yunus's reform
agenda is fully realisad ar stalled by
these legislative disagreements.

“Holding the first competitive general
election since 2008 restores the people’s
sovereign right to elect a government
dedicated to welfare and good governance.”

n recent yea
has moved steadily from the
margins af public debate to

the centre of parlizmentary
responsibility. This shift reflects

a growing understanding that
inclusive governance is ot
achiaved through intert alana,
butthrough sustained legislative
attention, oversight and public
engagement. For Legisiatures,
the question is no longer whether
disability inclLssion should be
addressed, but how effectively it is
emberided within law-making and
ractice.

he Provincial Assemb
af the Punjab, the rights and
needs of childran with disabilities
increasingly informed
parliamentary discussion. As
legislators, we are conscious

that exclusion at an early stage
often leads to lifelong
antages. Addressing

g nly & social
abligation; it is a legislative duty
graunded in principles of equality,
dignity and representatian

Disability Inclusion as a
Legislative Matter

Disability is aften misunderstaad
s amatter to be resolved solely
through service delivery. From a
legislative perspective, however,
itis fundamen question of
rights. access and accountzbility.
Laws shape priorities.
Parliamentary debate shapes
pubiic understanding. Oversight
ensures that commitments are not
reduced to statements of intent.

In the Punjab Assembly,
disability inclusion has been
approached as a cross-cutting
concern rather than a standalone
issue. Members have repeatediy
stressed the importance of
ensuring that legislation refating ta
education, social protection. public
ss and child welfare reflects
the realities faced by children
with disabilities. This appraach
recognises that exclusion is
rarely caused bya single gap in

DISABILITY
INCLUSION

ADVANCING DISABILITY INCLUSION

THROUGH LEGISLATIVE LEADERSHIP

policy; it is usually the result of systemic
aversight

The rale of the Parliamentary Caucus
for Children with Disabilities
The Parliamentary Caucus for Children
with Disabilities was formed to provide
focused legisiative attention to an
area thatis often underrepresented
in pariamentary discourse. As a
crass-party forum, the Caucus allows
Mambers to engage beyond political
divisions, share per:
the issue of childre
firmly anthe legislative agenda

Tha werk of the Caucus is raated
in pariamentary funcions - advocacy
within the Provincial Assembly,
cantribution to legislative debate
and sustained attention through
Committee engagement. s purpose
s ot administrative. Rather, it exists to
ensure that the voices and cancems of
children with disabilities are reflected
i the laws that we debate and the
questions we raise as legislators.

Parliamentary Awareness and Public
Engagement
Legislation does not aperate in isolation
from society. Recognising this. the
Caucus undertook a pariamentary-led
awareness initistive to reinforce the
link between law-making and public
understanding. This init
designed and led by Me
Pravincial Assembly, reflecting a belief
that Parlizmentarians must also act as
advacates for inclusion

The initiative included a series
of seminars that brought together
legislators, legal scholars, educatars
il saciety representatives and
families of children with disabilfies.
These discussions were pra
and grounded. facusing an lved
experience, legislative gaps and
the responsibilities of elected
reprasentat 5.

In addition, awarenass walks
were organised to signal publicly

that disability inclusion is a matter of
l2gi concem. These walks were
notsymbalic gestures alane; they wera
deliberate efforts to affirm that the rights
of children with disahilities belong
within the democratic space and
desarve visible pariamantary support

Legislative Oversight and
Accountability
Owersight is one of the most powerful
tools svailable to a Legislature. In the
cantext of disability inclusion. it allaws
Parliamentarians to examing whethar
existing laws and policy commitments
deliver meaningful outcomes.
Members of the Punjab Provinial
Assembly have raisad issues relating
to accassibillty, inclusion and service
pravision through parliamentary
questions and debates. Such
engagement ensures that disability-
related cancems remain part of the
formal legislative recard and subject
to public scrutiny. Cversight, when
exercised consistently, reinforces
ntability and strengthens public
canfidence in democratic institutions

Children with Disabilities as a
Legislative Priority
Children with disabilties face distinct
red challenges. From a
standpoint, addressing
these challenges requires sustained
attention rather than episadic concem.
Farliamentary discussian in Punjan
has increasingly reflected the need for
child-centred legal frameworks that
priaritise access, quality and equity.
The Caucus has cansistently
emphasised that inclusion is not
ed by recognition alone. It
requires laws that are responsive,
oversight that is vigilant and 2
willngness to revisit legislative

Hon. Salma Saeed, MPA s

‘a Member of the Provincial
Assembly of the Punjab,
Pakistan and Chalrperson of
‘the Parliamentary Caucus for
‘Children with Disabilities.

approaches when outcomes fall short
of e ations

Looking Beyond Barders
Globally, a numbar of countries -
ineluding China, Saudi Arabia and
the United States - have adapted
comprehensive approachas to

political and legal systems differ, these
examples demonstrate that prograss
depends an sustained legislative
commitment. For Punjab, the task is to
ma vards stronger, more
caherent legislative frameworks that
reflect both intemational standards and
local realities.

Conclusion
The experience of the Provincial
Assembly of the Punjab demanstrates
that Legislatures have a central rale to
play in advancing disability inclusion
Thieug nd public
engagement. Pariaments shape both
policy outcomes and public attitudes.

As Chairpersan of the Parliamentary
Caucus for Children
| remain convinced that inclusive
egislation is not an abstract ideal
but a pra: ty. When
Parliaments place children with
disabilities atthe heart of their wark,
they strengthen not anly individual
rights but the democratic fabric of
society itself
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Official/reference source: Read the article in The Parliamentarian

In addition, Ch. Amer Habib, Secretary General, Provincial Assembly of the Punjab,
authored “From local to global: Punjab Assembly’s expanding parliamentary role,”
published in The Nation. Together, these contributions reflected the Assembly’s
commitment to inclusive legislative leadership and the strengthening of parliamentary
diplomacy.

Official/reference source: Read the article in The Nation



https://issuu.com/theparliamentarian/docs/the_parliamentarian_2026_issue_one_-_india_pm_ad/21
https://www.nation.com.pk/04-Feb-2026/local-global-punjab-assembly-s-expanding-parliamentary-role

CPA & REGIONAL PARLIAMENTARY ENGAGEMENT

Punjab Assembly Participates in CPA Asia Regional Conference in Karachi

At the regional level, the Punjab Assembly remained actively engaged in Commonwealth
parliamentary affairs through its participation in the 7th CPA Asia Region and 2nd
Joint CPA Asia and South-East Asia Regional Conference, held in Karachi from 3 to
7 February 2026. Hon. Malik Muhammad Ahmad Khan, Speaker of the Provincial
Assembly of the Punjab, participated in the CPA Asia Regional Executive Committee
Meeting during the conference and also addressed the Plenary Session on Day 1.

Members of the Punjab Branch likewise participated actively in the conference
proceedings, including the various sessions and plenary sittings held throughout the event.




OFFICIAL GROUP PHOTO OF SPEAKERS

Speaker Punjab Assembly addressing the Plenary Session at the 7th CPA Asia Regional Conference on: “Peace and Democratic Trust:
Parliaments as Engines of Reconciliation”

Official/reference source: Punjab Assembly conference photographs



https://www.pap.gov.pk/uploads/cpa-punjab-pakistan/cpa-sindh-pics.pdf

PUBLIC OUTREACH & YOUTH ENGAGEMENT

Strengthening Citizen Interaction and Educational Exposure

The Assembly also continued to advance public outreach and citizen engagement through
initiatives designed to strengthen public understanding of parliamentary institutions. In
this regard, “Speaker aur Awam” remained an important platform for public interaction
and outreach.
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Official/reference source: Punjab Assembly outreach image

The Assembly also welcomed the visit of students from Government Degree College,
Qilla Saifullah, Balochistan, reflecting its commitment to youth engagement,
educational exposure and inter-provincial understanding.
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Official/reference source: Punjab Assembly social media coverage



https://pap.gov.pk/uploads/channel/pictures/10d47a463d29a984988e8156c60864ff.jpeg
https://www.instagram.com/p/DUkfGP2jZ5u/?igsh=MXBjeGJqdmUzdnBxZQ%3D%3D&img_index=1

PARLIAMENTARY DIPLOMACY

Diplomatic and Courtesy Call-Ons at the Punjab Assembly

The Assembly’s parliamentary diplomacy also remained visible through official Punjab
Assembly records of diplomatic and courtesy call-ons, documenting sustained
engagement with ambassadors, diplomats and visiting delegations.

Official/reference source: Diplomatic Courtesy Call-Ons at Punjab Assembly

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Public-Interest Legislation Under Consideration

In terms of legislative business, the Punjab Assembly’s official bills portal reflects active
consideration of major public-interest legislation in 2026, including The Punjab Child
Marriage Restraint Bill 2026 and The Punjab Protection of Ownership of
Immovable Property (Amendment) Bill 2026. These legislative developments reflect
the Assembly’s continuing focus on legal reform, governance and social protection.

Official/reference source: Punjab Assembly Bills Portal

Through these activities, the Provincial Assembly of the Punjab continued to project an
active institutional profile rooted in legislative business, parliamentary diplomacy,
inclusive leadership and public engagement, in line with the objectives and spirit of the
CPA Asia Region.
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https://pap.gov.pk/en/cpa-punjab-branch-pakistan/parliamentary-diplomacy-in-glimpses/diplomatic-courtesy-call-ons-at-punjab-assembly
https://pap.gov.pk/bills/show/en

