COMMONWEALTH
PARLIAMENTARY

ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the CPA Asia Regional Executive Committee Meeting

Date: 09th October 2025
Time: 1100 hrs - 1300 hrs
Venue: Marigold Annex, Bridgetown Town, Barbados

Co. Chairs
e Hon. (Mrs.) Saroja Savithri Paulraj, MP, Minister of Women & Child Affairs
(Representing the Regional Chair for the Asia Region and Alternate Member for the
CWP Steering Committee - Asia Region)
e Hon. Ahmad Nazim, Deputy Speaker of the People’s Majlis - Representative, CPA
International Executive Committee

Participants:

e Hon. Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani, Chairman of the Senate of Pakistan

e Hon. Syed Naveed Qamar, MNA - Representative, CPA International Executive
Committee

¢ Hon. Malik Muhammad Ahmad Khan, Speaker, Provincial Assembly of Punjab

e Hon. (Ms.) Farah Azeem Shah, MPA - Representative, CPA International Executive
Committee

e Hon. Abdul Khaliq Khan, Speaker, Balochistan Provincial Assembly

e Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Secretary- General of Parliament of Sri Lanka & Regional
Secretary, CPA Asia Region

e Ch. Amer Habib, Secretary - General, Provincial Assembly of Punjab

1. Opening of the Meeting

The meeting of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) Asia Regional Executive
Committee was convened on the sidelines of the 68t Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference
(CPC), held in Bridgetown, Barbados, from 5-12 October 2025.

The session commenced with welcome remarks by the Regional Secretary/Chair, who extended
appreciation to all members for their active participation and continued commitment to
strengthening cooperation within the Asia Region. The Chair also expressed gratitude to the CPA
Headquarters Secretariat and the Parliament of Barbados for their excellent arrangements and
warm hospitality.

2. Confirmation of the Previous Minutes

The minutes of the previous Regional Executive Committee Meeting, held in Lahore, Pakistan,
during the last CPC, were presented.
The Committee reviewed and approved the minutes as an accurate record of proceedings.



3. Election to the CPA International Executive Committee

The Committee unanimously elected Hon. Syed Naveed Qamar, MNA, National Assembly of
Pakistan to the CPA International Executive Committee for a three-CPC cycle, commencing with
the 68th CPC.

4. Rotation of the Chair of the CPA Asia Region

The Committee deliberated on the rotation of the Regional Chair. It was agreed that according
to the CPA Asia Regional Constitution.

e Bangladesh is to assume the role of the next Regional Chair following the term of Sri
Lanka.

e The Maldives shall serve as the Alternate Chair in the event that Bangladesh is unable to
assume the position.

The Committee also sought the views on this matter. Hon. Ahamad Nazim, Deputy Speaker of
the Maldives, expressed his opinion that Bangladesh would assume the position after the
conclusion of its national elections in 2026. Alternatively, the Maldives would take over the role
and, after completing the term covering three Commonwealth Parliamentary Conferences
(CPCs), would hand over the Chair to Bangladesh.

5. Provincial Member Representation on the Regional Executive Committee
The Committee noted and confirmed the decision made at the CPA Asia Regional Conference

held in Lahore (February 2025), designating the Punjab Provincial Assembly, Pakistan as the
Provincial Member of the Regional Executive Committee for the 68th-71st CPC cycle.

6. Progress Updates

(a) Establishment of the CPA Asia Region Website

The Committee was briefed on ongoing efforts by Pakistan, as the permanent headquarters of the
CPA Asia Region. It was informed by the Pakistan Secretariat that the website is already in
operation. Members commended this initiative and emphasized the importance of timely
completion and regular updates to enhance regional visibility and communication.

(b) Strengthening Communication among Executive Committee Members

Members discussed strategies to improve coordination and information-sharing within the
Committee. It was agreed to establish a dedicated WhatsApp group and email network to
facilitate continuous communication and collaboration among members.

(c) Annual Workshop for Provincial/State Legislatures

The Committee considered a proposal to organize an annual workshop for provincial and state
legislatures alongside the CPC.



Members expressed strong support, highlighting the workshop’s potential to build capacity and
promote exchange among subnational legislatures across the Asia Region.

7. Preparations for the 7th CPA Asia /27 CPA Asia and South-East Asia Conference

The Committee reviewed ongoing preparations for the 7th CPA Asia / 2nd CPA Asia and South-
East Asia Conference, to be hosted by the Provincial Assembly of Sindh in Karachi, Pakistan, from
3rd-7th February 2026.

Members were invited by the Hon. Speaker of Sindh Provincial Assembly to submit suggestions
for agenda items, themes, and side events to ensure the programme reflects the diverse priorities
of the region.

The Committee expressed appreciation to the Sindh Assembly for hosting the forthcoming event
and looked forward to active participation from all branches.

8. Any Other Business

The Committee discussed the proposal to establish a regional fund to support the organization
of conferences and related activities.

The Regional Secretary emphasized that further deliberation on this matter will be undertaken
after the national elections in Bangladesh, scheduled for 2026.

The Lahore Charter, adopted on February 8, 2025, in Lahore, affirms the joint commitment of the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association’s Asia and South-East Asia branches to inclusive
growth, sustainable development, and regional harmony, while highlighting the achievements of
Pakistan’s National and Provincial Assemblies.

9. Closing Remarks

In conclusion, the Regional Chair (Representative) invited Hon. Ahmad Nazim, Deputy Speaker
of the People’s Majlis (Maldives), to address the meeting as the incoming Chair.

Hon. Ahmad Nazim, Deputy Speaker of Peoples Majlis of Maldives thanked all members for their
constructive participation and reiterated the importance of continued collaboration and
communication among Asia Region members.

The meeting was adjourned with the agreement to reconvene during the next CPA Asia Regional
Meeting on the sidelines of future CPA events.

Prepared by:

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera

Secretary — General of Parliament, Parliament of Sri Lanka
Regional Secretary, CPA Asia Region






